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Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or 
services may be provided upon request.  To ensure availability, you are advised to 
make your request at least 72 hours prior to the meeting you wish to attend.  For 
information please call (213) 482-9597. 
 
Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de notificar a la oficina con 24 horas de 
anticipo. 
 
I. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL HEARING 

 
Dangerous Animal Case No:  DA 142033 WV 
Respondent:  Dennis Janovitch 
Complaining Witness:  Judy Grodske 
West Valley Animal Care and Control:  Captain Pam Hanna 

 
II. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 
 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  - (Comments from the public on items of public interest 
within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction that are not on the Agenda; two minutes 
per speaker.) 
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Public Comments:  The Brown Act prohibits the Board and staff from responding to the speakers' 
comments.  Some of the matters raised in public comment may appear on a future agenda. 
 
2. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 

Approval of the Minutes for the Meeting of October 28, 2014 (Action required; public 
comment limited to one minute per speaker). 

 
3. ORAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER (Public comment limited to one 

minute per speaker.) 
 

4. COMMISSIONERS’ ORAL REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA IT EMS (Public 
comment limited to one minute per speaker.) 

 
5. DISCUSSION ITEMS (Public comment limited to two minutes per speaker.) 

 
A. Discussion on Distribution of Vouchers 

 
B. Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) on Walking, Socializing and Fostering 

Evidence Animals, “Possible Owner” Dogs, Dangerous Animals, Stray Dogs, 
Quarantined Dogs, Personal Property Dogs, Dogs on a 45-Day Hold for Public 
Adoption (Aggressive Behavior), Disaster-Held Dogs, and Dogs on a 45-Day Hold 
for Public Adoption (Excessive Barking) and Changes to Personal Property 
Holding Times. 

 
6.  BOARD REPORTS (Public comment limited to two minutes per speaker.) 

 
A. Animal Welfare Trust and Animal Sterilization Fund Balances 

 
B. Update on FY 2013-2014 Redemption Rate of Vouchers 

 
7.  ADJOURNMENT  
 
Next Commission Meeting is scheduled for 7:00 P.M., December 9, 2014, at Ramona 
Hall, 4580 North Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, California 90065. 
   
AGENDAS - The Board of Animal Services Commissioners (Board) meets regularly every second (2nd) and 
fourth (4th) Tuesday of each month at 10:00 A.M.  Regular Meetings are held at City Hall, 200 North Spring 
Street, Room 1060, in Los Angeles, CA  90012. The agendas for Board meetings contain a brief general 
description of those items to be considered at the meetings. Board Agendas are available at the 
Department of Animal Services (Department), Administrative Division, 221 North Figueroa Street, 5th Floor, 
Los Angeles, CA  90012.  Board Agendas may also be viewed on the 2nd floor Public Bulletin Board in City 
Hall East, 200 North Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012.  Internet users may also access copies of 
present and prior agenda items, copies of the Board Calendar, MP-3 audio files of meetings as well as 
electronic copies of approved minutes on the Department’s World Wide Web Home Page site at 
http://www.laanimalservices.com/CommissionAgendas.htm 
 

Three (3) members of the Board constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  Some items on the 
Agenda may be approved without any discussion.  
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The Board Secretary will announce the items to be considered by the Board.  The Board will hear the 
presentation on the topic and gather additional information from Department Staff.  Once presentations 
have finished, the Board President will ask if any Board Member or member of the public wishes to speak 
on one or more of these items. Each speaker called before the Commission will have one (1) minute to 
express their comments and concerns on matters placed on the agenda.  (For certain agenda items, 
speakers will have two (2) minutes.) 
 
PUBLIC INPUT AT BOARD MEETINGS – Public Participation on Agenda Items.  Members of the public 
will have an opportunity to address the Board on agenda items after the item is called and before the Board 
takes action on the item, unless the opportunity for public participation on the item was previously provided 
to all interested members of the public at a public meeting of a Committee of the Board and the item has 
not substantially changed since the Committee heard the item.  When speaking to an agenda item other 
than during Public Comment (see Public Comment below), the speaker shall limit his or her comments to 
the specific item under consideration (California Government Code, Section 54954.3). 
 

Public Comment.  The Board will provide an opportunity for public comment at every regular meeting of 
the Board.  Members of the public may address the Board on any items within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the Board as part of Public Comment. 
 

Speaker Cards.  Members of the public wishing to speak are to fill out one speaker card for each agenda 
item on which they wish to speak and present it to the Board secretary before the item is called. 
 

Time Limit for Speakers.  Speakers addressing the Board will be limited to one (1) minute of speaking 
time for each agenda item except during general public comment period which is limited to two (2) minutes 
per speaker.  (For certain agenda items, speakers will have two (2) minutes each.).  The Chairperson, with 
the approval of a majority of the Board, may for good cause extend any speaker’s time by increments of up 
to one (1) minute. 
 

Brown Act.  These rules shall be interpreted in a manner that is consistent with the Ralph M. Brown Act, 
California Government Code Section § 54950 et seq. 
 
STANDARDS OF CONDUCT.  Speakers are expected to behave in an orderly manner and to refrain from 
personal attacks or use of profanity or language that may incite violence. 
 

All persons present at Board meetings are expected to behave in an orderly manner and to refrain from 
disrupting the meeting, interfering with the rights of others to address the Board and/or interfering with the 
conduct of business by the Board. 
 

In the event that any speaker does not comply with the foregoing requirements, or if a speaker does not 
address the specific item under consideration, the speaker may be ruled out of order, their speaking time 
forfeited and the Chairperson may call upon the next speaker. 
 

The Board, by majority vote, may order the removal from the meeting of any speaker or audience member 
continuing to behave in a disruptive manner after being warned by the Chairperson regarding their 
behavior.  Section 403 of the California Penal Code states as follows:  “Every person who, without authority 
of law, willfully disturbs or breaks up any assembly or meeting that is not unlawful in its character, other 
than an assembly or meeting referred to in Section 302 of the Penal Code or Section 18340 of the 
Elections Code, is guilty of a misdemeanor”. 
 
VOTING AND DISPOSITION OF ITEMS – Most items require a majority vote of the entire membership of 
the Board (3 members).  When debate on an item is completed, the Board President will instruct the 
Secretary to "call the roll". Every member present must vote for or against each item; abstentions are not 
permitted unless there is a Conflict of Interest for which the Board member is obliged to abstain from voting. 
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The Secretary will announce the votes on each item. Any member of the Board may move to "reconsider" 
any vote on any item on the agenda, except to adjourn, suspend the Rules, or where an intervening event 
has deprived the Board of jurisdiction, providing that said member originally voted on the prevailing side of 
the item. The motion to "reconsider" shall only be in order once during the meeting, and once during the 
next regular meeting. The member requesting reconsideration shall identify for all members present the 
Agenda number and subject matter previously voted upon.   A motion to reconsider is not debatable and 
shall require an affirmative vote of three members of the Board. 
 

When the Board has failed by sufficient votes to approve or reject an item, and has not lost jurisdiction over 
the matter, or has not caused it to be continued beyond the next regular meeting, the issue is again placed 
on the next agenda for the following meeting for the purpose of allowing the Board to again vote on the 
matter.  
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"Creating a Humane LA" 
 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
 

Visit our website at www.LAAnimalServices.com 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL SERVICES 

BOARD OF ANIMAL SERVICES COMMISSIONERS 
NOTIFICATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL HEARINGS 

 
To Be Held: 

Tuesday, November 25, 2014 
10:00 A.M. 

 
Los Angeles City Hall 

200 North Spring Street, Room 1060 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

This serves as formal notice pursuant to Section § 53.18(q) 4 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code 
(LAMC) to the following parties and witnesses in the appeal(s) listed below: 
 

Dangerous Animal Case: DA 142033 WV 
 Respondent: Dennis Janovitch 
 West Valley Animal Care and Control: Captain Pam Hanna 
 Complaining Witness: Judy Grodske 
 
This hearing will not be rescheduled, except for good cause. 
  
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles 
does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable 
accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign Language 
interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided 
upon request. To ensure availability, you are advised to make your request at least 72 hours 
prior to the meeting you wish to attend. 
 
For additional information, please refer to the Board’s “Rules and Procedures for Appeals”, or 
contact the Department of Animal Services at (213) 482-9558, or visit the Department’s website: 
www.cityofla.org/ANI/index.htm 













 

 

 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

 DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL SERVICES  

  POLICIES and PROCEDURES 
 

 

 
EVIDENCE ANIMAL WALKING PROCEDURE 

   
Date Issued: [TBD] Division Code: [TBD]            
             
 
I. PURPOSE:   
 
To provide exercise for certain animals that may be held for long periods of time 
because they are evidence dogs, “possible owner” dogs, disaster-held dogs and others 
to help them thrive in the shelter. 
 
There have been public inquiries regarding walking, socializing and fostering evidence 
animals, possible owner dogs, dangerous animals, stray dogs, quarantined dogs, 
personal property dogs, dogs on a 45-day hold for public adoption (aggressive 
behavior), disaster-held dogs, and dogs on a 45-day hold for public adoption (excessive 
barking). 
 
These animals are impounded, sometimes for long periods of time.  While confined, 
they are handled, walked, exercised, or socialized by Department personnel only.  
Sometimes this means that they get very little human contact and interaction. 

 
II. SCOPE/APPLICABILITY:   

 
Walking, Socializing and Fostering Evidence Animals, “Possible Owner” Dogs, 
Dangerous Animals, Stray Dogs, Quarantined Dogs, Personal Property Dogs, Dogs on 
a 45-Day Hold for Public Adoption (Aggressive Behavior), Disaster-Held Dogs, and 
Dogs on a 45-Day Hold for Public Adoption (Excessive Barking) and Changes to 
Personal Property Holding Times. 

 
III. ROLES/RESPONSIBILITIES:  
 
All dogs, except dangerous animals and quarantined dogs, may be walked on shelter 
property by trained volunteers unless there is an exception by the Director of Shelter 
Operations, City Attorney or District Attorney of a staff veterinarian making a decision 
for medical reasons. 
 
IV. PROCEDURE 
 

• Trained volunteers who have been approved to walk these special classes of 
dogs must be assigned and wear a special badge to be easily identified. 

• Where walking/socializing is allowed, departmental staff/volunteers shall follow 
strict record-keeping procedures. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

• Animals must be walked/socialized within a shelter property. 
• Animals with medical conditions shall be checked by a veterinarian to determine 

physical fitness for walking/socializing. 
• And, the Department assumes that if the dog is not held for evidentiary reasons, 

it is eligible to walk or to socialize, with certain exceptions (described below). 
• Dogs that are beyond their stray hold can be walked off property. 
• All evidence dogs, even the dangerous and quarantined dogs, can be gotten out 

daily by staff, unless really unsafe to handle. 
• Change notification from 30 to 20 days for personal property animals (and review 

in six (6) months.) 
 

1. WALKING/SOCIALIZING and EXCEPTIONS 

EVIDENCE DOGS 
These dogs have been impounded for various reasons such as dangerous animal 
cases, hoarding, and animal cruelty.  These dogs, except dangerous dogs, may be 
walked by trained volunteers within the shelter grounds.  If a volunteer is eligible to 
walk/socialize an evidence dog (except dangerous dogs), the volunteer shall attend a 
new training class related to exercising these dogs.  The training curriculum shall 
address chain of custody, personal property, the rules that apply when walking an 
evidence dog, dog handling and dog behavior. Walking logs would be strictly handled to 
track who had the dog(s), and when they were taken out and returned.  This is essential 
to demonstrate chain of custody. 
 
“POSSIBLE OWNER” DOGS and STRAY DOGS 
These dogs are suspected of being owned by someone.  They are held for seven days 
after a “possible owner” letter has been mailed to notify the purported owner that their 
animal has been impounded and a call has been placed if a phone number is available.  
These animals share the same chain of custody issue described above.  If this animal 
bites someone while being walked, the owner will not be able to redeem the animal for 
at least 10 days and will incur extra fees ($257.16) for the quarantine period.  These 
dogs may be walked by trained volunteers within the shelter grounds.   
 
DANGEROUS ANIMALS 
When a dog is impounded due to a dangerous animal filing, the Department is stating 
the dog is a threat to public health and safety and must be impounded to protect 
humans and/or animals. Dangerous animals shall never be walked on the street, in the 
shelter or in a playgroup by staff or volunteers.  Staff will remove these dogs from their 
kennels for exercise after the shelter closes each day if safety of staff and animals can 
be insured.  
 
QUARANTINED DOGS 
In almost all cases, this animal will have a history of aggression and is mandated by 
state law (Title 17, California Code of Regulations) to be isolated: “Dogs that are being 
held within the 10 day bite quarantine may not go outside of the quarantine area on 
walks until they have been released from quarantine by our program."  (Emily Beeler, 
DVM, MPH Animal Disease Surveillance Veterinarian, Veterinary Public Health 
Program, Los Angeles County Department of Public Health). In other quarantine cases, 



 
 
 
 

 

 

the dog has been bitten by a wild animal that may be a rabies suspect; this animal must 
be quarantined (in isolation) for six months.    
 
PERSONAL PROPERTY DOGS 
These dogs are impounded for various reasons, such as an owner is hospitalized, 
incarcerated, or dead.  These animals have a 30-day hold and the owner/relatives can 
claim them anytime within that period.  These dogs may be walked by trained 
volunteers within the shelter grounds. 
 
DOGS ON A 45-DAY HOLD FOR PUBLIC ADOPTION (AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR) 
This occurs when an animal’s license has been revoked and the owner is ordered to 
remove the dog from the City due to aggressive behavior. If the dog is found in the City 
five days after the time for appeal has passed, the Department can impound the dog 
and place it up for adoption. These dogs should not be walked.  Any exceptions to this 
shall be the decision of the Director of Shelter Operations.  
 

2. RECOMMENDED FOR WALKING/SOCIALIZING 

DISASTER-HELD DOGS 
These animals are impounded either as a courtesy to owners or because they were at-
large as a result of a natural disaster.  These dogs may be walked by trained volunteers 
within the shelter grounds. 
 
DOGS ON A 45-DAY HOLD FOR PUBLIC ADOPTION (EXCESSIVE BARKING) 
This occurs when an animal’s license has been revoked and the owner is ordered to 
remove the dog from the City due to excessive barking. If the dog is found in the City 
five days after the time for appeal has passed, the Department can impound the dog 
and place it up for adoption.  These dogs may be walked by trained volunteers within 
the shelter grounds.   
 
Relative to fostering, the Department is opposed to fostering any of the above 
categories.  Because we do not know the type of environment in which the animal will 
be placed, we cannot monitor its health, status or security.   
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