
          
 

BOARD OF ANIMAL SERVICES COMMISSIONERS 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 
10:00 A.M. 

 
LOS ANGELES CITY HALL, ROOM 1060 

200 NORTH SPRING STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

 
 

 

DAVID ZAFT 
President 

 
LARRY GROSS 
Vice-President 

 
OLIVIA E. GARCÍA 
ROGER WOLFSON 

 ALISA FINSTEN 
 

Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services 
may be provided upon request.  To ensure availability, you are advised to make your request at 
least 72 hours prior to the meeting you wish to attend.  For information please call (213) 482-
9558. 
 
Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de hacer pedido con 24 horas de anticipo al (213) 
482-9558. 
 
 
I. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS 

 
1.  Barking Dog Revocation Noise Case: BR 161256 EV   
 Respondent: Glenn Morren and Megan Cunningham 
 East Valley Animal Care and Control: Captain Karen Knipscheer-Cox 
 Complaining Witness: Bruce Gale 
 
2.  Dangerous Animal Case: DA 161338 WLA 
 Respondent: Elizabeth Maister and Anthony Maister 
 West Los Angeles Animal Care and Control: Captain Wendell Bowers 
 Complaining Witness: David Haynie 
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II. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 

 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD - (Comments from the public on items of public interest 

within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction that are not on the Agenda; two minutes per 
speaker.) 

 
       Public Comments:  The Brown Act prohibits the Board and staff from responding to the 
       speakers' comments.  Some of the matters raised in public comment may appear on a future        
       agenda. 
 

  
2. NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL COMMENTS - (Discussion with Neighborhood Council 

representatives on Neighborhood Council Resolutions or Community Impact Statements 
filed with the City Clerk which relate to any agenda item listed or being considered on this 
agenda for the Board of Animal Services Commissioners)  

 
3. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 
A. Approval of the Minutes for Meeting of January 24, 2017 (Action Item; Public 

comment limited to one minute per speaker). 
 

4. ORAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER (Public comment limited to one minute 
per speaker). 

 
5. COMMISSIONERS’ ORAL REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (Public comment 

limited to one minute per speaker). 
 

6. BOARD REPORTS 
 

A. Board Report re Implementation of “Capacity for Care” (C4C) recommendations 
for South LA Chesterfield Square as described herein that resulted from the 
consultation with UC Davis Shelter Medicine Program. (Action Item; Public 
comment limited to two minutes per speaker). 
 

B. Board Report re Opportunity for CA Animal Agency Lenders to sign on to letter to 
the USDA requesting reinstatement of Animal Welfare Online Data. (Action Item; 
Public comment limited to two minutes per speaker). 

 
C. Staff Report Requesting Approval to Use Animal Welfare Trust Fund Monies to 

Repair Damage at East Valley Spay/Neuter Clinic. (Action Item; Public comment 
limited to two minutes per speaker). 
 

 
7. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
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 Next Regular Meeting is scheduled for 7:00 P.M., February 28, 2017, at West Valley Animal 
 Shelter, 20655 Plummer St., Chatsworth, CA 91311.  
 

AGENDAS - The Board of Animal Services Commissioners (Board) meets regularly every second (2nd) and fourth 
(4th) Tuesday of each month at 10:00 A.M.  Regular Meetings are held at City Hall, 200 North Spring Street, Room 
1060, in Los Angeles, CA  90012. Evening Meetings are held in various locations throughout the City, from 7:00 to 
approximately 9:30 P.M.  The agendas for Board meetings contain a brief general description of those items to be 
considered at the meetings. Board Agendas are available at the Department of Animal Services (Department), 
Administrative Division, 221 North Figueroa Street, 6th Floor, Suite 600, Los Angeles, CA  90012.  Board Agendas 
may also be viewed on the 2nd floor Public Bulletin Board in City Hall East, 200 North Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90012.  Internet users may also access copies of present and prior agenda items, copies of the Board Calendar, MP-
3 audio files of meetings as well as electronic copies of approved minutes on the Department’s World Wide Web 
Home Page site at http://www.laanimalservices.com/CommissionAgendas.htm 
 
Three (3) members of the Board constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  Some items on the Agenda 
may be approved without any discussion. 
 
The Board Secretary will announce the items to be considered by the Board.  The Board will hear the presentation on 
the topic and gather additional information from Department Staff.  Once presentations have finished, the Board  
President will ask if any Board Member or member of the public wishes to speak on one or more of these items. Each 
speaker called before the Commission will have one (1) minute to express their comments and concerns on matters 
placed on the agenda.  (For certain agenda items, speakers will have two (2) minutes.) 
 
PUBLIC INPUT AT BOARD MEETINGS – Public Participation on Agenda Items.  Members of the public will have 
an opportunity to address the Board on agenda items after the item is called and before the Board takes action on the 
item, unless the opportunity for public participation on the item was previously provided to all interested members of 
the public at a public meeting of a Committee of the Board and the item has not substantially changed since the 
Committee heard the item.  When speaking to an agenda item other than during Public Comment (see Public 
Comment below), the speaker shall limit his or her comments to the specific item under consideration (California 
Government Code, Section 54954.3). 
 

Public Comment.  The Board will provide an opportunity for public comment at every regular meeting of the Board.  
Members of the public may address the Board on any items within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board as part 
of Public Comment. 
 

Speaker Cards.  Members of the public wishing to speak are to fill out one speaker card for each agenda item on 
which they wish to speak and present it to the Board secretary before the item is called. 
 

Time Limit for Speakers.  Speakers addressing the Board will be limited to one (1) minute of speaking time for each 
agenda item except during general public comment period which is limited to two (2) minutes per speaker.  (For 
certain agenda items, speakers will have two (2) minutes each.).  The Chairperson, with the approval of a majority of 
the Board, may for good cause extend any speaker’s time by increments of up to one (1) minute. 
 

Brown Act.  These rules shall be interpreted in a manner that is consistent with the Ralph M. Brown Act, California 
Government Code Section § 54950 et seq. 
 
STANDARDS OF CONDUCT.  Speakers are expected to behave in an orderly manner and to refrain from personal 
attacks or use of profanity or language that may incite violence. 
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All persons present at Board meetings are expected to behave in an orderly manner and to refrain from disrupting the 
meeting, interfering with the rights of others to address the Board and/or interfering with the conduct of business by 
the Board. 
 

In the event that any speaker does not comply with the foregoing requirements, or if a speaker does not address the 
specific item under consideration, the speaker may be ruled out of order, their speaking time forfeited and the 
Chairperson may call upon the next speaker. 
 

The Board, by majority vote, may order the removal from the meeting of any speaker or audience member continuing 
to behave in a disruptive manner after being warned by the Chairperson regarding their behavior.  Section 403 of the 
California Penal Code states as follows:  “Every person who, without authority of law, willfully disturbs or breaks up 
any assembly or meeting that is not unlawful in its character, other than an assembly or meeting referred to in 
Section 302 of the Penal Code or Section 18340 of the Elections Code, is guilty of a misdemeanor.” 
 
VOTING AND DISPOSITION OF ITEMS – Most items require a majority vote of the entire membership of the Board 
(3 members).  When debate on an item is completed, the Board President will instruct the Secretary to "call the roll". 
Every member present must vote for or against each item; abstentions are not permitted unless there is a Conflict of 
Interest for which the Board member is obliged to abstain from voting. The Secretary will announce the votes on each 
item. Any member of the Board may move to "reconsider" any vote on any item on the agenda, except to adjourn, 
suspend the Rules, or where an intervening event has deprived the Board of jurisdiction, providing that said member 
originally voted on the prevailing side of the item. The motion to "reconsider" shall only be in order once during the 
meeting, and once during the next regular meeting. The member requesting reconsideration shall identify for all 
members present the Agenda number and subject matter previously voted upon.   A motion to reconsider is not 
debatable and shall require an affirmative vote of three members of the Board. 
 

When the Board has failed by sufficient votes to approve or reject an item, and has not lost jurisdiction over the 
matter, or has not caused it to be continued beyond the next regular meeting, the issue is again placed on the next 
agenda for the following meeting for the purpose of allowing the Board to again vote on the matter. 

http://www.laanimalservices.com/


                   BOARD OF 
ANIMAL SERVICES 
COMMISSIONERS 

______ 
 
 

DAVID ZAFT 
PRESIDENT 

 

LARRY GROSS 
VICE PRESIDENT 

 
______ 

 
COMMISSIONERS 

 
ALISA FINSTEN 

 
OLIVIA E. GARCIA 

 
ROGER WOLFSON 

 
 

City of Los Angeles  

CALIFORNIA 

 

 
 

ERIC GARCETTI 
MAYOR 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ANIMAL SERVICES 

221 North Figueroa Street 
Suite #600 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

(888) 452-7381 
FAX (213) 482-9511 

______ 
 

BRENDA F. BARNETTE 
GENERAL MANAGER 

 
DANA H. BROWN 

ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER 

 
LOUIS P. DEDEAUX 

INTERIM ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER 

 
 

  

"Creating a Humane LA" 
 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
 

Visit our website at www.LAAnimalServices.com 

NOTIFICATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL HEARINGS 
 

To Be Held: 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017, at 10:00 A.M. 

 

City Hall 
200 North Spring Street, 10th Floor, Room 1060 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
(Entrance on Main Street) 

 
This serves as formal notice pursuant to Section § 53.18(q) 4 of the Los Angeles Municipal 
Code (LAMC) to the following parties and witnesses in the appeal(s) listed below: 
 

 

1. Barking Dog Revocation Noise Case: BR 161256 EV 
Respondent: Glenn Morren and Megan Cunningham 
East Valley Animal Care and Control: Captain Karen Knipscheer-Cox 
Complaining Witness: Bruce Gale 

 

2. Dangerous Animal Case: DA 161338 WLA 
Respondent: Elizabeth Maister and Anthony Maister 
West Los Angeles Animal Care and Control: Captain Wendell Bowers 
Complaining Witness: David Haynie 
 

These hearings will not be rescheduled, except for good cause. 
 

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles 
does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable 
accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign Language 
interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided 
upon request. To ensure availability, you are advised to make your request at least 72 hours 
prior to the meeting you wish to attend. 
 

For additional information, please refer to the Board’s “Rules and Procedures for Appeals”, or 
contact the Department of Animal Services at (213) 482-9558, or visit the Department’s website: 
http://www.laanimalservices.com/. Written statements are to be submitted to the Commission 
seven days prior and, if in excess of 50 pages, seven hard copies must be provided. You may 
submit your statement (50 pages or less) via email to: ani.commission@lacity.org. 
 

Para información en español, llame al (213) 482-9558. 

http://www.laanimalservices.com/
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BOARD OF ANIMAL SERVICES COMMISSIONERS  

CITY OF LOS ANGELES  
 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, January 24, 2017 at 10:00 AM  

 
LOS ANGELES CITY HALL, ROOM 1060 

200 NORTH SPRING STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

 

 
Audio MP-3 Recording is available at www.laanimalservices.com 

 
David Zaft, President 

Larry Gross, Vice-President 
Alisa Finsten 

Olivia E. Garcia 
Roger Wolfson 

 
Meeting called to order at 10:06 a.m. Commissioners present were Zaft, Gross, Finsten, 
Wolfson and Garcia arrived late. Present from Los Angeles Animal Services (LAAS) 
Board Secretary Regina Gallegos, Assistant General Manager (AGM) Dana Brown and 
General Manager (GM) Brenda Barnette; and Assistant City Attorney (ACA) Dov Lesel. 
 
Commissioner Zaft provided an overview of the meeting agenda.  
 

I. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 
 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Phyllis Daugherty: Talked about the article on ACT Priscilla Romero who was 
attacked by a Pit Bull on January 14th at the North Central Shelter. Ms. Romero 
was admitted to the hospital in critical condition. She was hospitalized for six 
days and may need numerous reconstructive surgeries. 

 
2. NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL COMMENTS - (Discussion 

with Neighborhood Council representatives on Neighborhood Council 
Resolutions or Community Impact Statements filed with the City Clerk which 
relate to any agenda item listed or being considered on this agenda for the 
Board of Animal Services Commissioners) 

 
   Public Comment: 
   None 
 

3. COMMISSION BUSINESS  
 

A. Approval of the minutes for the meeting of January 10, 2017. 
Commissioner Gross made a motion to approve the minutes. 
Commissioner Finsten seconded the motion and it was approved by a 
vote of 3-0. 

 
Public Comment: 
None  
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4. ORAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER  
 

GM Barnette discussed the following: 
 

• On January 17th Wildlife Officer Dinh attended a community meeting at 
the Ramona Hall.  This meeting was to discuss humane issues regarding 
urban coyotes in the area.   

• On January 17th, the Department met with Mayoral Policy Director 
Margaret Wynne and Homelessness Policy Director Alisa Orduna about 
homeless strategy efforts and any assistance that might be needed from 
the Mayor’s Office. The meeting resulted in a good update for Ms. Orduna 
and some great ideas about how the Mayor’s Office could help the 
Department’s efforts. The Department will prepare a one page description 
of the functions of our Pet Services Center in Skid Row so that the 
Mayor’s Office can assist with finding additional resources to help open 
similar centers in other parts of the City. 

• Purchase order has been submitted to purchase at least one new 
washer/dryer for the Harbor Shelter. 

• Phone services at South Los Angeles Animal shelter are problematic. 
• Blankets of Love have been a tremendous help at the Harbor Animal 

shelter. 
• On January 14, 2017 Animal Care Technician (ACT) Priscilla Romero was 

attacked by a Pit Bull that had been relinquished by its owner back in 
October of 2016. ACT Romero was cleaning the animal’s kennel area 
during business hours at the time of the incident.  Within seconds of the 
attack, a team of ACTs were able to aid in her rescue.  Three ACTs worked 
to gain control of the animal while another quickly called 9-1-1. Another 
ACT attended to ACT Romero creating a tourniquet around her arm to 
reduce blood loss and using their shirt as wrap to cover the other deep 
lacerations around her other arm. LAFD arrived within minutes of the call.  
The animal involved in the attack will be held for the mandatory ten (10) 
day quarantine while the Los Angeles County Veterinary Public Health 
Department conducts the rabies observation.  Once the animal has been 
released by the Health Department the animal will be humanely destroyed.  
ACT Romero is currently recovering in the hospital and is expected to go 
home within the next few days.  Staff throughout the Department have 
come together to expressed their wishes for her speedy recovery by way of 
phone calls and visits to her room in the hospital. 

• On January 9, 2017 the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) reported 
two aggressive dogs on the 1700 block of East 113th Street. Officers 
Westphal and Vang responded and were able to impound one of the dogs 
without incident. (CD-15) 

• On January 10, 2017 the Chesterfield Square Animal Shelter received a 
Service Request from a concerned citizen about a dog at large. The 
citizen reported a sickly Siberian Husky to be roaming the area around 
Century Blvd. and Main Streets. Animal Control Officer Perez responded 
to the area and patrolled for the dog in question and talked to many 

http://www.laanimalservices.com/


Board of Animal Services Commissioners  
Minutes for the January 24, 2017 Commission Meeting 
Page 3 
 

 
Please join us at our website:  www.LAAnimalservices.com 

citizens and pedestrians that frequent the area. Some people reported 
they had seen the dog but over a week ago in the area. The next day 
(01/11/17) Officer Aparicio was dispatched the area to conduct a search 
for the dog and was unable to find it. On January 12, 2017 a citizen 
brought a Sibeian Husky to the shelter stating he had found it wandering 
the streets on 84th and Vermont. It was the same dog that we were 
searching for. It is now off the streets and receiving treatment at the 
Chesterfield Square Animal Shelter. Thanks to our Officers for being 
diligent and thanks to the Good Samaritan found this dog and brought it in.   
(CD9) 

• On January 9, 2017 West Los Angeles Animal Shelter received a call from 
LAPD for an injured dog. Animal Control Officer Lopez responded to the 
12300 block of Culver Blvd and met with police officers and observed a 
Boxer dog with tumors on the hind leg. At this time there was no known 
owner/custodian of said dog and it was impounded. Once at the animal 
shelter, the dog was scanned and a microchip was located. The owner was 
called and notified that his dog was at the shelter. The owner came in the 
next day and redeemed the dog. The dog owner was issued a notice to 
obtain medical attention for the tumors and the department will follow-up for 
medical attention. (CD11) 

• On January 12, 2017 Animal Control Officer Scott responded to a 
complaint that there was a sheep with an injured leg on a property in the 
19300 block of Cohasset Street in Reseda. He met with the animal owner 
and observed a sheep in dying condition as well as a pig with an infected 
swollen leg. Officers Hatley and Julian responded to assist with impounding 
the dying sheep. Officer Scott conducted an animal cruelty investigation 
and West Valley Field Operations is pursuing criminal charges against the 
animal owner with the assistance of the City Attorney Liaison Support 
Team. (CD3) 

• On January 9, 2017 Officer DeMascio conducted a Humane/Permit 
Investigation in the 14000 block of Benefit Street in Sherman Oaks.  The 
complaint/violation was for possible illegally possessing ferrets, a snapping 
turtle and misc other animals.  Upon investigation Officer DeMascio 
confirmed there was in fact a snapping turtle, she advised the subject it 
was illegal to own and she confiscated the animal. The subject was 
extremely grateful as he stated it was very hard to maintain and dangerous.  
(CD-4) 

• On January 11, 2017 Officer DeMascio responded to the 14000 block of 
Daventry to meet with Adult Protective Services. A WWII Veteran had been 
hospitalized, and he needed someone to care for his dog, an Akita mix dog 
named Mac. The owner was released from the hospital a few days later 
and immediately came to the East Valley Animal Care Center to redeem 
his dog.  He was extremely grateful to the staff and the Officer for caring for 
his animal in time of need.  He offered many thanks.  The staff in turn 
thanked the veteran for his service.  (CD-7) 

• On January 9, 2017 the Department’s Specialized Mobile Animal Rescue 
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Team (SMART) responded to the 1200 blk. of Evergreen in North Central 
LA for a stray cat stranded on a two story rooftop for 6 days. SMART 
members set up one of the team’s extension ladders in the rain, ascended 
to the roof but could not locate the cat. SMART members then opened the 
attic access from the rooftop and located a dry but scared cat inside the 
home's attic. The cat was rescued. (CD 14) 

• On January 11, 2017 the Department’s Specialized Mobile Animal Rescue 
Team (SMART) responded to the 4700 blk. of Noble in the Valley for an 
owner’s cat stranded 50 feet up a cypress tree in the rain. SMART 
members set up a technical ladder system to reach the cat. The cat was 
rescued and returned to its owner. (CD 2) 

• Officer Dinh will be out for a few weeks. Each district will handle their own 
wildlife calls. Office Navarrete will assist when needed. 

• The UC Davis Shelter Medicine Team spent 3-4 days with our staff at SLA 
Chesterfield Square. Part of the process included installing a few or the 
pass through portals in some of the cats compartments. The portals 
provide a calmer environment for the cats and prevent handlers from acting 
as a vector by carrying any virus present from on cat to the next. The 
calming effect is because the cats to not have to be handled and moved for 
cleaning. The cat can stay in with the hands of the person cleaning or 
move to the other side. This also allows less socialized cats to learn that 
human hands do good things and they don’t have to be afraid. This 
program was funded and supported by the Commission to tackle 
contagious diseases in our cat population at SLA. In addition, to working 
with staff, the UC Davis team will be tracking our progress going forward. 
The UCD teams also provided me with a list of suggestions to improve the 
outcomes for shelter cats. I will be preparing a report for your consideration 
in the next few weeks and asking you for support to implement their 
suggestions. Some of the changes will no doubt be met with some 
questions such as earlier spay/neuter to reduce shelter time for kittens. The 
suggestions that the UCD team made have all been tested and shown to 
be effective in other communities. LAAS has a tradition of keeping stray 
animals longer than necessary by law to make sure the owners can find 
them. The UCD team recommends that unaltered, uncollared and un 
microchipped dogs and cats be made available ASAP so that they can be 
adopted to pulled by rescues to minimize shelter time. The UCD team will 
also return in February to install the additional portals once those portals 
arrive. As we have seen on other items, ordering through the City takes 
time. Medical and shelter staff is looking forward to having the additional 
portals installed. 

• Update on strategic plan; the first meeting of sub-committees will take 
place on January 31st at the Administration Office. Sub-committees are 
made up of staff, volunteers, and community members to develop specific 
strategies and timelines. Draft to be completed by March 2016. 
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Commissioner Zaft expressed his concern regarding the attack on ACT 
Priscilla Romero; asked if support is provided by the Department. GM 
Barnette responded that counseling support is provided by City Personnel. 
Commissioner Zaft asked that the Department provide a report on the 
incident of ACT Ms. Romero. Commissioner Zaft asked if the Department 
has notes or history on the animal and if the animal was available for 
adoption. GM Barnette responded that when an animal has history of 
aggression they are for rescue only; Department is looking into a record 
systems for medical records on animals. Commissioner Gross asked if 
the Department is looking into additional safety equipment for purchase. 
GM Barnette responded that AGM Dedeaux is currently looking into new 
and additional safety equipment for the Animal Care Technicians. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Phyllis Daugherty: Stated that the Pit Bull had a history of aggression; 
there is no safety equipment at shelters.   

 
5. COMMISSIONERS’ ORAL REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (taken out of 

order; heard before I.4) 
 
Commissioner Zaft: Passed 
 
Commissioner Gross: Passed 
 
Commissioner Finsten: Passed 
 
Commissioner Wolfson: Passed 
 
Public Comment: 
None  

 
6. Board Reports 

 
A. Woofstat Report for December 2016.  

 
GM Barnette provided an overview of the report. The Department is 
pleased with the numbers. Dog licenses are up 8% (owners are taking 
responsibility). Impounds are up 1% overall; bunnies are up 17%; Strays 
down 2%; Wildlife is down 20%; the live/save rate overall is 86.62%. 
Euthanasia for cats and dogs are down 29% for the year. Adoptions to the 
public are up 13%; Department is working on the volunteer data base. 
Commissioner Gross noted that fostering is up; discounted vouchers are 
down; asked Department to look into breeders licenses. GM Barnette 
mentioned vouchers are available; Department is focusing on street dogs 
that require spay/neuter. Asked for report on East Valley spay/neuter clinic. 
GM Barnette responded there is one proposal for the spay/neuter clinic; 
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target date is March 1st. Commissioner Garcia noted the numbers on free 
spay/neuter vouchers; asked about updating the list of veterinarians. GM 
Barnette responded that staff is working on listing veterinarians on 
website; most veterinarians are taking vouchers; there are about 50 
contracted veterinarians. Commissioner Wolfson commented that the 
numbers are looking good; thanked the Department and Partners for their 
hard work; Best Friends has put an extensive measure of effort for the 
Department. Commissioner Zaft recognized the amazing job at SLA 
shelter; cats live/save rate are at 72%; adoptions are up 43%. GM Brenda 
Barnette mentioned ASPCA is doing an amazing job at SLA shelter; also 
UC Davis team spent 3-4 days with staff; all shelters are working together 
as a team. 
 
Public Comment: 

 
  Phyllis Daugherty: Asked the Commission to check on ACE revenue. The 
  City needs to enforce taxation, revenue and business license. 
   
 

7. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Proposal to Give Adopters the Opportunity to List a ‘Pet Guardian’ in 
Adoption Application in Case Owner Dies or Is Incapacitated.  
 
Commissioner Wolfson suggested that adopters list a “Pet Guardian” in 
the adoption application. This can help prevent animals from having to 
come to the shelter in case the owner dies or is incapacitated. The City 
will have this on record and the Department can make a phone call or 
send a letter. This additionally encourages the adopter to think seriously 
about the animal. GM Barnette expressed concern about the legal aspect 
in respect to the Department. Commissioner Gross mentioned it is 
important to do everything in our power to suggest to adopters to take 
these steps; suggested educating the public by putting materials on the 
website to take steps to protect animals. Commissioner Zaft suggested 
brochures to address this issue to assure the adopters animals are 
provided for if they pass away. GM Barnette suggested an emergency 
contact be listed on forms. ACA Lessel agreed with General Manager to 
have name listed as an emergency contact. Commissioner Zaft asked 
whether we have statistics on the number of animals when an owner has 
passed away. GM Barnette answered that it is a very low number. 
Commissioner Wolfson suggested that “Emergency Contact” or “Pet 
Guardian” be included in forms.  
  
Commissioner Zaft recommended that Department prepare a report and 
work with Commissioner Wolfson on “Pet Guardian” or “Emergency 
Contact” in Adoption Application. 
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Public Comment: 

 
 Phyllis Daugherty: Mentioned there is no legal term of pet guardian; 
microchip includes a second name; emergency contact is a good idea.  

 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Wolfson made a motion to adjourn the meeting in honor of 
the Women’s March. Commissioner Garcia seconded the motion and it 
was approved by a vote of 5 - 0. 

 
Meeting ended at 11:41 a.m. 

http://www.laanimalservices.com/



















	Board agenda for February 14, 2017
	Administrative Appeal Hearing Notice
	January 24_2017 minutes
	Board Report-  Implementation of “Capacity for Care” (c4c) Recommendations for South LA Chesterfield Square
	Board Report- Opportunity for CA  Animal Agency Leaders to Sign on to Letter to the USDA Requesting Reinstatement of Animal Welfare Online Data
	Board Report- Use of Animal Welfare Trust Fund for Repairs to East Valley Spay-Neuter Clinic



