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Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services 
may be provided upon request.  To ensure availability, you are advised to make your request at 
least 72 hours prior to the meeting you wish to attend.  For information please call (213) 482-
9558. 
 

Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de hacer pedido con 24 horas de anticipo al (213) 
482-9558. 
 
FACILITY TOUR OF HARBOR ANIMAL SHELTER 
 
Commission Tour of Harbor Animal Shelter (starts at 6:15 p.m.)  Public is welcome.  The 
Commission meeting will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. 

 
I. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 

 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD - (Comments from the public on items of public interest 

within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction that are not on the Agenda; two minutes per 
speaker.) 

 
Public Comments:  The Brown Act prohibits the Board and staff from responding to the speakers' 
comments.  Some of the matters raised in public comment may appear on a future agenda. 
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2. NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL COMMENTS - (Discussion with Neighborhood Council 

representatives on Neighborhood Council Resolutions or Community Impact Statements 
filed with the City Clerk which relate to any agenda item listed or being considered on this 
agenda for the Board of Animal Services Commissioners)  

 
3. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

  
A. Approval of the Minutes for Meeting of May 23, 2017. (Action Item; Public 

comment limited to one minute per speaker). 
 

4. ORAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER (Public comment limited to one minute 
per speaker). 

 
5. COMMISSIONERS’ ORAL REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (Public comment 

limited to one minute per speaker). 
 

6. BOARD REPORTS 
 
A. Staff Report Requesting Approval to Use Animal Welfare Trust Fund Money for 

Fee Waived Adoptions (Action Item; public comment limited to two minutes). 
B. Request to Enter into Contract Agreement with Western University of Health 

Sciences, College of Veterinary Medicine for Operation of the East Valley 
Spay/Neuter Clinic (Action Item; Public comment limited to two minutes per 
speaker). 

C. Woofstat Report for March and April 2017 (Public Comment limited to one minute 
per speaker). 
 

7. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Next Regular Meeting is scheduled for 10:00 A.M., June 27, 2017, at City Hall 200 North  
 Spring Street, Room 1060, Los Angeles, California 90012. (Enter on Main Street). 
 

AGENDAS - The Board of Animal Services Commissioners (Board) meets regularly every second (2nd) and fourth 
(4th) Tuesday of each month at 10:00 A.M.  Regular Meetings are held at City Hall, 200 North Spring Street, Room 
1060, in Los Angeles, CA  90012. Evening Meetings are held in various locations throughout the City, from 7:00 to 
approximately 9:30 P.M.  The agendas for Board meetings contain a brief general description of those items to be 
considered at the meetings. Board Agendas are available at the Department of Animal Services (Department), 
Administrative Division, 221 North Figueroa Street, 6th Floor, Suite 600, Los Angeles, CA  90012.  Board Agendas 
may also be viewed on the 2nd floor Public Bulletin Board in City Hall East, 200 North Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90012.  Internet users may also access copies of present and prior agenda items, copies of the Board Calendar, MP-
3 audio files of meetings as well as electronic copies of approved minutes on the Department’s World Wide Web 
Home Page site at http://www.laanimalservices.com/CommissionAgendas.htm 
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Three (3) members of the Board constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  Some items on the Agenda 
may be approved without any discussion. 
 
The Board Secretary will announce the items to be considered by the Board.  The Board will hear the presentation on 
the topic and gather additional information from Department Staff.  Once presentations have finished, the Board 
President will ask if any Board Member or member of the public wishes to speak on one or more of these items. Each 
speaker called before the Commission will have one (1) minute to express their comments and concerns on matters 
placed on the agenda.  (For certain agenda items, speakers will have two (2) minutes.) 
 
PUBLIC INPUT AT BOARD MEETINGS – Public Participation on Agenda Items.  Members of the public will have 
an opportunity to address the Board on agenda items after the item is called and before the Board takes action on the 
item, unless the opportunity for public participation on the item was previously provided to all interested members of 
the public at a public meeting of a Committee of the Board and the item has not substantially changed since the 
Committee heard the item.  When speaking to an agenda item other than during Public Comment (see Public 
Comment below), the speaker shall limit his or her comments to the specific item under consideration (California 
Government Code, Section 54954.3). 
 

Public Comment.  The Board will provide an opportunity for public comment at every regular meeting of the Board.  
Members of the public may address the Board on any items within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board as part 
of Public Comment. 
 

Speaker Cards.  Members of the public wishing to speak are to fill out one speaker card for each agenda item on 
which they wish to speak and present it to the Board secretary before the item is called. 
 

Time Limit for Speakers.  Speakers addressing the Board will be limited to one (1) minute of speaking time for each 
agenda item except during general public comment period which is limited to two (2) minutes per speaker.  (For 
certain agenda items, speakers will have two (2) minutes each.).  The Chairperson, with the approval of a majority of 
the Board, may for good cause extend any speaker’s time by increments of up to one (1) minute. 
 

Brown Act.  These rules shall be interpreted in a manner that is consistent with the Ralph M. Brown Act, California 
Government Code Section § 54950 et seq. 
 
STANDARDS OF CONDUCT.  Speakers are expected to behave in an orderly manner and to refrain from personal 
attacks or use of profanity or language that may incite violence. 
 

All persons present at Board meetings are expected to behave in an orderly manner and to refrain from disrupting the 
meeting, interfering with the rights of others to address the Board and/or interfering with the conduct of business by 
the Board. 
 

In the event that any speaker does not comply with the foregoing requirements, or if a speaker does not address the 
specific item under consideration, the speaker may be ruled out of order, their speaking time forfeited and the 
Chairperson may call upon the next speaker. 
 

The Board, by majority vote, may order the removal from the meeting of any speaker or audience member continuing 
to behave in a disruptive manner after being warned by the Chairperson regarding their behavior.  Section 403 of the 
California Penal Code states as follows:  “Every person who, without authority of law, willfully disturbs or breaks up 
any assembly or meeting that is not unlawful in its character, other than an assembly or meeting referred to in 
Section 302 of the Penal Code or Section 18340 of the Elections Code, is guilty of a misdemeanor.” 
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VOTING AND DISPOSITION OF ITEMS – Most items require a majority vote of the entire membership of the Board 
(3 members).  When debate on an item is completed, the Board President will instruct the Secretary to "call the roll". 
Every member present must vote for or against each item; abstentions are not permitted unless there is a Conflict of 
Interest for which the Board member is obliged to abstain from voting. The Secretary will announce the votes on each 
item. Any member of the Board may move to "reconsider" any vote on any item on the agenda, except to adjourn, 
suspend the Rules, or where an intervening event has deprived the Board of jurisdiction, providing that said member 
originally voted on the prevailing side of the item. The motion to "reconsider" shall only be in order once during the 
meeting, and once during the next regular meeting. The member requesting reconsideration shall identify for all 
members present the Agenda number and subject matter previously voted upon.   A motion to reconsider is not 
debatable and shall require an affirmative vote of three members of the Board. 
 

When the Board has failed by sufficient votes to approve or reject an item, and has not lost jurisdiction over the 
matter, or has not caused it to be continued beyond the next regular meeting, the issue is again placed on the next 
agenda for the following meeting for the purpose of allowing the Board to again vote on the matter. 



 
BOARD OF ANIMAL SERVICES COMMISSIONERS  

CITY OF LOS ANGELES  

 
MINUTES 

TUESDAY, May 23, 2017 at 10:00 AM  
 

LOS ANGELES CITY HALL, ROOM 1060 
200 N. SPRING STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 
 

 

Audio MP-3 Recording is available at www.laanimalservices.com 

 
Larry Gross, President 

Olivia E. García, Vice President 
Alisa Finsten 

Roger Wolfson 
VACANT 

 
Meeting called to order at 10:04 a.m. Commissioners present were Gross, García, Finsten and 
Wolfson (NOTE: Commission Wolfson was not present at the time attendance was taken but 
arrived a short time later.) Also present from Los Angeles Animal Services (LAAS) Assistant 
General Manager (AGM) Dana Brown acting as Board Secretary and General Manager (GM) 
Brenda Barnette; and Deputy City Attorney (DCA) Dov Lesel. 
 
Commissioner Gross opened the meeting, introduced staff and provided an overview of the 
meeting agenda.  
 

 
I. ADMINISTATIVE APPEALS 

 

1. Possible Dangerous Animal Case: DA 171112 SLA 
 Respondent: Ramy Hakim 
 South Los Angeles Animal Care and Control: Lieutenant Jose Gonzalez 
 Complaining Witness: Nicole Beriden 
 

The Respondent was represented by legal counsel Marla Tauscher. The 
complaining witness was not present for the appeal hearing but sent a written 
statement to the Commission. Ms. Tauscher indicated that she had not received 
a copy. A copy was provided to Ms. Tauscher and her client at that time. Ms. 
Tauscher said that the Hearing Officer had insufficient evidence to deem the 
Respondent’s dogs dangerous animals. She indicated that even though the dogs 
got out, it had never happened before and the issue has now been abated with 
repairs to the fence. Ms. Tauscher used her transcribed version of the testimony 
and indicated that the Hearing Officer did not properly interpret the testimony. 
Commission Wolfson pointed out that the standard for an overturned decision 
is whether or not the Hearing Officer could have reasonably come to his final 
conclusion based on the evidence presented. Commission Garcia also 
attempted to explain the standard to counsel. Commissioner Gross described 
the circumstances of the attack as reflected in the record. Ms. Tauscher held that 
it could have been another two dogs rather than the respondent’s. Ms. Tauscher 
said that the Hearing Officer should have given terms and conditions which the 
respondent is willing to follow. Commissioner Wolfson explained that there are 
no grounds to overturn a decision as long as the Hearing Officer reasonably 
came to a decision based on the evidence. Ms. Tauscher continued to insist that 
there could have been other dogs. Commissioner Garcia asked that the 
Commissioners move to discussion of the appeal. Commissioner Gross 
discussed portions of the testimony. Commissioner Wolfson said that he sees no 
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criteria to overturn.  
 

Commissioner Wolfson motioned to uphold the General Manager’s decision. 
Commissioner Gross seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously 
by a vote of 4-0. 

   
 

II.  REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 
 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Dan Guss: Talked about issues with dog licensing and revenue; provided a copy of 
a City Watch edition; indicated that he is going to tell the community not to pay dog 
licenses; mentioned his own experience with licensing. 
 
Phyllis Daugherty: Provided a recent article from the Register-Herald Reporter 
entitled Dismissal Order in Dog Attack Case Reversed; talked briefly about the cock 
fighting busts made by our Animal Cruelty Task Force and the importance of our 
efforts in that area.  
  
Sara Jane Hardt: Spoke about kitten season and the importance of volunteer kitten 
fosters. 
 
Marla Tauscher:  Addressed the flaws of the hearings process; also feels that the 
laws and rules of constitutional laws are overlooked in the appeals process. 
 
Ramy Hakim: Wanted to discuss why we don’t allow owners to visit dogs while they 
are being held in the shelter pending administrative processes; also spoke of his 
relationship with his dogs and asked that they not be euthanized. 
 

2. NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL COMMENTS - (Discussion with Neighborhood Council 
representatives on Neighborhood Council Resolutions or Community Impact 
Statements filed with the City Clerk which relate to any agenda item listed or being 
considered on this agenda for the Board of Animal Services Commissioners) 
 
Public Comment: 
None 

 
3. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 
A. Approval of the Minutes for Meeting of April 25, 2017.  

 
Commissioner Garcia made a motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner 
Wolfson seconded the motion and it was approved by a unanimous vote of 4-0. 

 
 Public Comment: 
 None  

 
4. ORAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER  

 
GM Barnette discussed the following: 
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 Staff meeting with the Department of General Services this week to discuss 
possible delivery dates for new vehicles. Members of the community have 
offered suggestions on quicker purchases. We must be mindful of the City’s 
processes and procedures for procurement. 

 On May 1st the proposed FY18 budget for Animal Services was heard by the 

Budget and Finance Committee. The Department focused on the proposed 

defunding of 24 Animal Control Officer positions. Several report backs were 

requested and are being prepared. 

 Los Angeles Animal Services is participating in an Adult Dog Foster Project 

sponsored by Maddie’s Fund. The goal of the project is to find out if an adult dog 

foster program can improve the behavior of study dogs thus reducing their 

shelter stay and boosting employee morale. Maddie’s Fund will donate $5000 to 

participating agencies to offset costs for supplies and equipment associated with 

the project. The project is a year-long effort with a minimum of 60 adult dogs to 

be placed over the life of the project.   

 On May 3rd the New Hope Coordinator at East Valley hosted a Bottle Baby 
Foster Class. 

 Update given on licensing renewal process. Initial notice goes out two months 
ahead of the expiration date followed by one late notice. Another notice goes out 
when the rabies are due. Speaking to the City Attorney about the possibility of 
using the ACE program for non-renewals.  

 General Services is working at the South Los Angeles shelter to renovate a 
section of the public entrance driveway.  

 Update on x-ray machines at the shelters; all are installed and operational except 
at the Harbor where there are electrical problems being addressed. 

 Electricity generator at North Central shelter needs to be replaced; General 
Services is working on the replacement. 

 One of the phone lines at the West Valley shelter has a glitch that continues to 
call 9-1-1 and LAPD responds; ITA is working to resolve the problem. 

 On April 26th the Department participated in the Emergency Preparedness Fair 
hosted by the City’s Emergency Preparedness Department. 

 On May 11th GM Barnette attended a meeting of the Valley Alliance of 
Neighborhood Councils. She made herself available to answer questions posed 
by the participants. 

 The Department is conducting wildlife classes for the community; two are 
scheduled each month in each of the six City shelters. 

 On May 6th we participated in a Town Hall Workshop for CD 7 at Pacoima Town 
Hall. We provided information about our services and volunteer opportunities. 

 On May 11th an equine training event was conducted for the new ACOs and 
current ACTs. 

 The Department is working on a flyer for snake season to provide information to 
help the community distinguish between venomous snakes and non-venomous 
snakes. 

 On April 19th there was a small dog call in the South LA district. The owners were 
later found in Valencia and the dog was returned. 

 On May 11th three dogs were shot by LAPD. The dogs were attacking a person 
and had already killed the victim’s dog. The incident was covered by all local 
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news media outlets. The investigation is ongoing. 

 On May 5th the West LA shelter received a call for a fledging owl on a school 
yard. The bird was captured and turned over to the California Wildlife Center. 

 On May 5th a mountain lion, later identified as P-50, was spotted at a nursery in 
Chatsworth. LAAS responded and secured the situation until Fish and Wildlife 
arrived. 

 On May 4th an unweaned skunk call with babies was captured and will be 
released when they are old enough. 

 West Valley presented a humane case regarding an injured pig and sheep that 
were allowed to suffer. Today’s GM report sought to show the range of animals 
that the officers deal with in the field.  

 SMART team has been very busy. One of their videos of a kitten rescue made 
the news in the UK. 

 GM Barnette met with volunteers after some rodents were euthanized at the 
West Valley shelter. She emphasized the Department’s reverence for life in 
general not just as it relates specifically to No Kill. We are considering adding 
rodents/pocket pets to the New Hope policy.  

 
Commissioner Gross indicated that the information in the GM Report is good but 
could perhaps be submitted in written form and focus the oral report to how we are 
meeting our goals as outlined in the strategic plan. GM Barnette requested that she 
submit the report once a month. Commissioner Wolfson suggested that the GM 
report be shorter and connected to the things that will be in front of the commission. 
Commissioner Finsten asked that the GM report include responses to some of the 
issues brought up in the Commissioner’s oral report. Commissioner Garcia agreed 
and wants to be able to measure our progress through updates from the GM report. 
Commissioner Gross suggested one large, full report per month and smaller ones 
for the other meetings. Commissioner Wolfson feels that anything that could make 
the meetings shorter and more efficient would be best. Commissioner Gross wants 
to focus on the strategic plan and its goals and measured by that document. 
Commissioner Finsten asked for a copy of the strategic plan. GM Barnette 
indicated that we are in the process of getting the document published. 
Commissioner Gross said that the GM report should be specific to how the 
department is moving forward to meeting its goals. Commissioner Wolfson says it 
should only be things that they need to know. Commissioner Finsten agreed and 
used the fleet update as an example. Commissioner Finsten suggested a pilot of a 
newly formatted GM report.  
 
Public Comment: 

 
Dan Guss:  Agreed with the Commissioners’ suggestion for a written GM report.  

 
Kristen Stavola: Enjoys the GM’s report as currently delivered and says it adds a 
human element for the Department. 
 
Phyllis Daugherty: Mentioned past GM’s have given statistical information on what 
has been happening in the department during the GM report. 

 
5. COMMISSIONERS’ ORAL REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 



Board of Animal Services Commissioners  
Minutes for the May 23, 2017 Commission Meeting 
Page 5 

 

 
Please join us at our website:  www.LAAnimalservices.com 

Commissioner Wolfson: Asked for the department to report back to him regarding 
the LAAS gift policy and the pilot program to have later hours in one shelter.  If a 
report isn’t coming, he asks that this be put on the agenda.  Also asked for an update 
for the RFP on kiosks as well.  Lastly, he requested a Board report about the 
hearings process with hearing officers present if possible. 
  
Commissioner Garcia: Wants an update on the hearings process. GM Barnette 
suggested Commissioner Garcia resume the meetings (formerly chaired by 
Commissioner Gross) with the City Attorney’s Office and the Hearings staff to 
determine what kind of report she would like to have presented.  
 
Commissioner Finsten: Passed  
 
Commissioner Gross: Attended baby bottle training at East Valley and was very 
impressed. Also mentioned that kapparot is only four months away so we should be 
gearing up for maximum effectiveness. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Dan Guss: Mentioned that the Commission should be concerned about GM 
Barnette’s suggestion to use ACE citations for license renewals if the pets are 
deceased. 
 
Sara Jane Hardt:  Appreciative of animals that are saved and rescued. Also likes 
hearing the positive things that are in the GM report. Finally mentioned that she is 
already working on canvassing in the community regarding kapparot.  

 
6. Board Reports 

 
A. Staff Report Requesting Approval of Policy to Allow Community members to 

Care for Found Dogs and Cats Under Certain Guidelines (Item taken out of order; heard 

after Item 6C) 
 
GM Barnette presented the report. Discussed how neighborhood members often 
find dogs that they recognize to be pets of members of their community. Also 
there are neighborhood members who are willing to provide care for lost animals 
while their owners are being located. Took some public concerns into 
consideration when preparing the report. Program is a way to get the community 
involved in solving problems and increases the foster experience.  
Commissioner Gross thinks it is an overall good concept but has some 
concerns about the looseness of the procedures. Specifically feels that the dogs 
should initially be brought into the shelter and having the community member 
take responsibility in writing perhaps by signing a form. Also concerned about 
how the transfer would be made when the owner is found. GM Barnette replied 
that the transfer would be made at the shelter. Commissioner Wolfson likes the 
concept and wants to encourage community participation. DCA Lesel indicated 
there needs to be safeguards in place and we need to ensure that all elements of 
the LAMC are followed. DCA Lesel wants to make clear in the policy that the 
animal is brought into the shelter initially to be photographed and scanned. 
 
Public Comment: 
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Dan Guss: Discussed a personal example related to GM Barnette; gave 
suggestions that he believes would improve the proposal. 

  
Phyllis Daugherty: Says the shelter doesn’t have the right to do what this 
proposal suggests; says State law prohibits it. Also mentioned that liability 
remains with the owner. 

 
 Kristen Stavola: Created a program called Safe Paws in Laurel Canyon; 

described her program’s success.  
 
 Commissioner Gross asked about how the system would be set up to address 

some of the concerns mentioned during public comment. GM Barnette indicated 
that the shelter would know exactly where every animal is located and that the 
policy that was submitted with the Board Report addresses these issues. 
Commissioner Gross indicated that he would like to have the procedure revised 
and returned to the Commission. Commissioner Wolfson indicated that he is 
comfortable moving forward with a report back on the progress of the program.  

 
 Commissioner Wolfson made a motion to adopt the policy to allow community 

members to care for found dogs and cats under certain guidelines subject to the 
revisions discussed during the meeting. DCA Lesel asked if the revisions need 
to come back as a report. Commissioner Wolfson agreed to an expeditious 
report back. Commissioner Finsten seconded the motion and it was approved 
by a vote of 4-0. 

  

B. Staff Report Requesting Approval to Use Animal Welfare Trust Fund Money for 
Fee-Waived  Adoptions  

   
Management Analyst II Corey Blake presented the report on behalf of 
Department Budget Director John Forland. The proposal requests a transfer of 
funds from the Animal Welfare Trust Fund to help with adoption costs to the 
public. The Department anticipates an influx of animals into the shelters and the 
flexibility to offer fee-waived and/or discounted adoptions for difficult to place 
animals would be very helpful. Commissioner Finsten asked if we have tracked 
fee-waiver special events in the past to show that these special events work. GM 
Barnette replied that we absolutely do track them and can show that adoptions 
increase. Commissioner Finsten asked if we have accessed AWTF in the past 
to offset adoption costs. GM Barnette indicated that we have not. DCA Lesel 
indicated that the concept is excellent and fee-waived and discounted adoptions 
have proven very successful in the past. His concern is using AWTF money to 
offset adoption fees. DCA Lesel indicated the LAMC sets up a program to allow 
the Department to waive fees and sets out specifically how that is to be done 
through Council approval. DCA Lesel indicated that the Department is not able 
to use the AWTF for adoption costs. Commissioner Wolfson suggested 
approving the item subject to the City Attorney finding it an inappropriate use of 
the AWTF. 
 
Public Comment: 
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Dan Guss: Says that no discounts are necessary if we are No Kill; doesn’t feel 
like AWTF should be used; feels adoption fees result in more care for the animal 
by the adopter. 
 
Phyllis Daugherty:  Feels that the money is not eligible for use for this purpose. 
 
Kristen Stavola: Feels that this proposal benefits all the animals in the shelter 
by creating more room in the shelter. 
 
Commissioner Gross asked DCA Lesel if he could get an answer on the 
appropriateness of the expenditure soon. DCA Lesel indicated that he is clear 
that it is not an appropriate expenditure but will speak to his office as requested. 
Commissioner Wolfson indicated that there is no connection between adoption 
fees and animal care. Commissioner Wolfson indicated that he wholeheartedly 
supports the proposal and is prepared to move to adopt it subject to confirmation 
that it is an appropriate use of the funds. Commissioner Gross indicated he 
wants to support it but he is not prepared to vote on it until he is sure that it is a 
legal expenditure. 
 
Commissioner Wolfson motioned to approve the proposal to use AWTF money 
for fee-waived adoptions subject to confirmation by the Office of the City Attorney 
that the expenditure is appropriate within the next two weeks. The motion was 
not seconded and therefore died. 
 
Commissioner Gross, in his capacity as Commission President, tabled the item 
until the next meeting or whenever a report back from the City Attorney is 
received on appropriate expenditure from the AWTF. 

 
C. Staff Report Requesting Approval to Use Animal Welfare Trust Fund Money to 

Purchase Canine Influenza Vaccines for Shelter Dogs (Item taken out of order; heard 

before Item 6A) 
 
Chief Veterinarian Jeremy Prupas presented the Board report. Dr. Prupas 
explained a little about canine influenza and recent issues in Los Angeles 
County. He indicated that LA County as well as Pasadena City are both 
vaccinating. The Department’s annual general fund budget cannot fund the cost 
of the vaccines. Commissioner Wolfson indicated that he sees the need for the 
expenditure. Commissioner Gross wanted to be certain that there no current 
outbreaks in our shelters. Dr. Prupas replied that there were not but also 
mentioned that none of our dogs are inoculated so if we received an infected dog 
it would spread quickly as it very easily spread. Dr. Prupas also mentioned that 
about 20% of dogs don’t display any symptoms but are still infectious. Dr. Prupas 
also gave statistics on success rate of vaccine. Would like to administer the 
vaccine to our shelter animals and then encourage boosters after adoption. 
Commissioner Garcia asked if we were able to purchase the vaccine now. Dr. 
Prupas replied that we already have a contracted vendor in place to make the 
purchase.  
 
Public Comment: 
 
Dan Guss: Expressed support for approval of this item. 
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Sara Jane Hardt: Suggested that we work with rescues to have the dogs 
vaccinated in China before they are shipped. 
 
Commissioner Garcia motioned to approve the use of the AWTF to purchase 
canine influenza vaccines for shelter dogs. Commissioner Wolfson seconded 
the motion and was approved by a vote of 4-0.  
 

    
7. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
A. Leash Law Education and Enforcement 

 
Commissioner Gross requested to have this item discussed. Commissioner 
Gross is concerned about the violations of leash laws that often result in attacks and 
subsequent dangerous animal cases. Commissioner Gross wants to develop an 
educational campaign around this issue. Commissioner Gross discussed the 
possibility of having pet stores and veterinary offices to post notices related to leash 
laws as a means of education and enforcement. Commissioner Wolfson suggested 
adding education about licensing and would like to see more citations given. 
Commissioner Garcia suggested media campaigns using catchy phrases such as 
“Leash Laws Save Paws” or “Walk Or Jog Leash Your Dog.” DCA Lesel will have his 
office look into the requirement of pet stores and veterinary offices to post notices as 
perhaps a part of the business licenses process. GM Barnette spoke about ACE 
citations usage and how they are compliance driven. Also spoke about the use of the 
Canvassing Team to address some of these issues.  
 
Public Comment: 
 
Kristen Stavola: Feels this is an important message; suggested that we work with 
the neighborhood councils because they have funds that could be used for 
promotional campaigns.  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting ended at 12:21 p.m. 

 
















































































































































