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BOARD OF ANIMAL SERVICES COMMISSIONERS 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday, June 26, 2018 
7:00 P.M. 

 
HARBOR ANIMAL SERVICES CENTER 

957 NORTH GAFFEY STREET 
SAN PEDRO, CALIFORNIA 90731 

 

 

LARRY GROSS 
President 

 
OLIVIA E. GARCÍA 

Vice-President 
 

LAYNE DICKER 

 ALISA FINSTEN 

ROGER WOLFSON 
 

Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services 
may be provided upon request.  To ensure availability, you are advised to make your request at 
least 72 hours prior to the meeting you wish to attend.  For information please call (213) 482-
9558. 
 

Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de hacer pedido con 24 horas de anticipo al (213) 
482-9558. 

 
FACILITY TOUR OF HARBOR ANIMAL SERVICES CENTER  

 
Commission Tour of Harbor Animal Services Center (starts at 6:15 p.m.).  Public is welcome.  
The Commission meeting will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. 

 
I. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 

 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD - (Comments from the public on items of public interest 

within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction that are not on the Agenda; two minutes per 
speaker.) 

 
Public Comments:  The Brown Act prohibits the Board and staff from responding to the speakers' 
comments.  Some of the matters raised in public comment may appear on a future agenda. 
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2. NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL COMMENTS - (Discussion with Neighborhood Council 

representatives on Neighborhood Council Resolutions or Community Impact Statements 
filed with the City Clerk which relate to any agenda item listed or being considered on this 
agenda for the Board of Animal Services Commissioners)  

 
3. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 
A. Approval of the Minutes for Meeting of June 12, 2018. (Action Item; Public comment 

limited to one minute per speaker). 
  

4. ORAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER (Public comment limited to one minute 
per speaker). 

 
5. COMMISSIONERS’ ORAL REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (Public comment 

limited to one minute per speaker). 
 

6. BOARD REPORTS 
 

A. Request to Use Funds from the Animal Welfare Trust Fund for a Volunteer 
Appreciation Event.  (Action Item; Public comment limited to two minutes per 
speaker). 

 

B. Request to Approve Mutual Assistance Agreement Between the Department of 
Animal Services and the County of Los Angeles.  (Action Item; Public comment 
limited to two minutes per speaker). 

 
C. Discussion on dog limits in the City of Los Angeles; reference Council File No. 17-

1237-S1.  (Public comment limited to one minute per speaker). 
 
D. Woof Stat Report for April and May 2018.  (Public comment limited to one minute per 

speaker). 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Next Regular Meeting is scheduled for 9:00 A.M., July 10, 2018, at City Hall 200 North Spring 
Street, Room 1060, Los Angeles, CA 90012. (Enter on Main Street). 

 
AGENDAS - The Board of Animal Services Commissioners (Board) meets regularly every second (2nd) and fourth 
(4th) Tuesday of each month at 9:00 A.M.  Regular Meetings are held at City Hall, 200 North Spring Street, Room 
1060, in Los Angeles, CA  90012. Evening Meetings are held in various locations throughout the City, from 7:00 to 
approximately 9:30 P.M.  The agendas for Board meetings contain a brief general description of those items to be 
considered at the meetings. Board Agendas are available at the Department of Animal Services (Department), 
Administrative Division, 221 North Figueroa Street, 6th Floor, Suite 600, Los Angeles, CA  90012.  Board Agendas 
may also be viewed on the 2nd floor Public Bulletin Board in City Hall East, 200 North Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90012.  Internet users may also access copies of present and prior agenda items, copies of the Board Calendar, MP-
3 audio files of meetings as well as electronic copies of approved minutes on the Department’s World Wide Web 
Home Page site at http://www.laanimalservices.com/CommissionAgendas.htm 
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Three (3) members of the Board constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  Some items on the Agenda 
may be approved without any discussion. 
 
The Board Secretary will announce the items to be considered by the Board.  The Board will hear the presentation on 
the topic and gather additional information from Department Staff.  Once presentations have finished, the Board 
President will ask if any Board Member or member of the public wishes to speak on one or more of these items. Each 
speaker called before the Commission will have one (1) minute to express their comments and concerns on matters 
placed on the agenda.  (For certain agenda items, speakers will have two (2) minutes.) 
 
PUBLIC INPUT AT BOARD MEETINGS – Public Participation on Agenda Items.  Members of the public will have 
an opportunity to address the Board on agenda items after the item is called and before the Board takes action on the 
item, unless the opportunity for public participation on the item was previously provided to all interested members of 
the public at a public meeting of a Committee of the Board and the item has not substantially changed since the 
Committee heard the item.  When speaking to an agenda item other than during Public Comment (see Public 
Comment below), the speaker shall limit his or her comments to the specific item under consideration (California 
Government Code, Section 54954.3). 
 

Public Comment.  The Board will provide an opportunity for public comment at every regular meeting of the Board.  
Members of the public may address the Board on any items within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board as part 
of Public Comment. 
 

Speaker Cards.  Members of the public wishing to speak are to fill out one speaker card for each agenda item on 
which they wish to speak and present it to the Board secretary before the item is called. 
 

Time Limit for Speakers.  Speakers addressing the Board will be limited to one (1) minute of speaking time for each 
agenda item except during general public comment period which is limited to two (2) minutes per speaker.  (For 
certain agenda items, speakers will have two (2) minutes each.).  The Chairperson, with the approval of a majority of 
the Board, may for good cause extend any speaker’s time by increments of up to one (1) minute. 
 

Brown Act.  These rules shall be interpreted in a manner that is consistent with the Ralph M. Brown Act, California 
Government Code Section § 54950 et seq. 
 
STANDARDS OF CONDUCT.  Speakers are expected to behave in an orderly manner and to refrain from personal 
attacks or use of profanity or language that may incite violence. 
 

All persons present at Board meetings are expected to behave in an orderly manner and to refrain from disrupting the 
meeting, interfering with the rights of others to address the Board and/or interfering with the conduct of business by 
the Board. 
 

In the event that any speaker does not comply with the foregoing requirements, or if a speaker does not address the 
specific item under consideration, the speaker may be ruled out of order, their speaking time forfeited and the 
Chairperson may call upon the next speaker. 
 

The Board, by majority vote, may order the removal from the meeting of any speaker or audience member continuing 
to behave in a disruptive manner after being warned by the Chairperson regarding their behavior.  Section 403 of the 
California Penal Code states as follows:  “Every person who, without authority of law, willfully disturbs or breaks up 
any assembly or meeting that is not unlawful in its character, other than an assembly or meeting referred to in 
Section 302 of the Penal Code or Section 18340 of the Elections Code, is guilty of a misdemeanor.” 
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VOTING AND DISPOSITION OF ITEMS – Most items require a majority vote of the entire membership of the Board 
(3 members).  When debate on an item is completed, the Board President will instruct the Secretary to "call the roll". 
Every member present must vote for or against each item; abstentions are not permitted unless there is a Conflict of 
Interest for which the Board member is obliged to abstain from voting. The Secretary will announce the votes on each 
item. Any member of the Board may move to "reconsider" any vote on any item on the agenda, except to adjourn, 
suspend the Rules, or where an intervening event has deprived the Board of jurisdiction, providing that said member 
originally voted on the prevailing side of the item. The motion to "reconsider" shall only be in order once during the 
meeting, and once during the next regular meeting. The member requesting reconsideration shall identify for all 
members present the Agenda number and subject matter previously voted upon.   A motion to reconsider is not 
debatable and shall require an affirmative vote of three members of the Board. 
 

When the Board has failed by sufficient votes to approve or reject an item, and has not lost jurisdiction over the 
matter, or has not caused it to be continued beyond the next regular meeting, the issue is again placed on the next 
agenda for the following meeting for the purpose of allowing the Board to again vote on the matter. 



 
BOARD OF ANIMAL SERVICES COMMISSIONERS  

CITY OF LOS ANGELES  

 
MINUTES 

TUESDAY, June 12, 2018 at 9:00 AM  
 

LOS ANGELES CITY HALL, ROOM 1060 
200 N. SPRING STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 
 

 

Audio MP-3 Recording is available at www.laanimalservices.com 

 
Larry Gross, President 

Olivia E. García, Vice President 
Layne Dicker 
Alisa Finsten 

Roger Wolfson 
 

Meeting called to order at 9:04 a.m. Commissioners present were Gross, García, and Dicker. 
Also present from Los Angeles Animal Services (LAAS) Acting Board Secretary Tammy 
Watson, General Manager (GM) Brenda Barnette and Assistant City Attorney (ACA) Dov Lesel. 
Commissioner Wolfson arrived at 9:20 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Gross opened the meeting, introduced staff, and provided an overview of the 
meeting agenda.  
 
I. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS 

 
1. Dangerous Animal Case: DA 182195 WV 

Appellant(s): Joseph Pavone, Laurel Pavone and Alice Pike 
West Valley Animal Services Center:  Captain Wendell Bowers  
Complaining Witness: Joseph and Katherine Lula 
 
This appeal was rescheduled due to lack of quorum.   

  
Public Comment: 
None. 
 

2. Dangerous Animal Case: DR 181182 WLA 
Appellant(s): Hortencia Magana and Raphael Berry 
West Los Angeles Animal Services Center: Acting Lieutenant Yvonne Rodriguez 
Complaining Witness: Casper Martin 
 

 
The Board discussed the merits of the appeal, the evidence provided to the Hearing 
Examiner, and the grounds supporting the General Manager’s determination.  
 
Commissioner Gross made a motion to uphold the decision of the General Manager.    
Commissioner Gross seconded and the motion was approved by a vote of 4-0.   
 

II. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 
 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
None  
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2. NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL COMMENTS - (Discussion with Neighborhood Council 
representatives on Neighborhood Council Resolutions or Community Impact 
Statements filed with the City Clerk which relate to any agenda item listed or being 
considered on this agenda for the Board of Animal Services Commissioners) 
 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 

3. COMMISSION BUSINESS  
 
A. Approval of the Minutes for Meeting of May 8 and May 22, 2018. 
 
Commissioner Garcia moved to approve the minutes of May 8, 2018.  
Commissioner Dicker seconded and the motion was approved by a unanimous 
vote of 3-0. 
 
Commissioner Dicker moved to approve the minutes of May 22, 2018.  
Commissioner Garcia seconded and the motion was approved by a unanimous 
vote of 3-0. 

 
4. ORAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER  

 
AGM Watson discussed the following: 
 

 The City Employee Club newspaper June Issue features an article about Misty 
the pony in Sunland who was rescued and airlifted to safety.  This is the second 
month in a row that the Department has been featured.  We’re pleased to see 
acknowledgment and recognition of our talented staff. 
 

 On Saturday, CD1 held its 2nd Annual Glassel Park Block Party.  Staff and 
volunteers were present assisting with adoptions, licenses, micro-chipping and 
issuing spay and neuter vouchers.   

 

 The Month of May Free Spay/Neuter Campaign ended.  We issued nearly 2,200 
vouchers.  As of June 11, 516 vouchers were redeemed.  The last day to redeem 
vouchers for this campaign is June 20.   

 

 The language modification for the Animal Welfare Trust Fund is agendized for 
the City Council meeting scheduled for June 13. 

 

 The Kitten Foster Wish List is posted on the website in three different locations. 
 

 Our Department along with Found Animals will host a Kitty Hall event on June 
20, in the City Hall Rotunda.  This adoption for cats event will be from 11:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. 

  
 

Public Comment: 
None. 
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5. COMMISSIONERS’ ORAL REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Commissioner Dicker: Worked with key kitten staff and volunteers regarding 
outreach for the Kitten Foster Wish List.  Posted the list on social media sites and the 
responses from the outreach have been great.  Many folks have donated various 
items.   
 
Commissioner Garcia: Would like a report back and discussion on offering a free 
spay and neuter campaign bi-annually.  Would also like a report back on the UCLA 
School of Law administrative hearing pilot program. 
 
Commissioner Gross: The next Pets in Housing Workshop is scheduled for June 
29.   
 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 

6. Board Reports 
 
A. Request to approve MOU between the Department of Animal Services and Los 

Angeles Pierce College.   
 
Karen Knipscheer Cox we currently use Pierce College to provide housing for 
large animals in the event of emergencies.  This MOU memorializes that 
agreement.    
 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 
Commissioner Dicker moved to approve the MOU between the Department of 
Animal Services and Los Angeles Pierce College.  Commissioner Garcia 
seconded and the motion was approved by a unanimous vote of 4-0. 
 

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Meeting ended at 9:39 a.m. 
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