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REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday, July 24, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 
 

SOUTH LOS ANGELES, CHESTERFIELD SQUARE, ANIMAL SERVICES CENTER 
1850 WEST 60

TH
 STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90047 
 

 

LARRY GROSS 
President 

 
OLIVIA E. GARCÍA 

Vice-President 
 

LAYNE DICKER 

 ALISA FINSTEN 

ROGER WOLFSON 
 

Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services 
may be provided upon request.  To ensure availability, you are advised to make your request at 
least 72 hours prior to the meeting you wish to attend.  For information please call (213) 482-
9558. 
 

Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de hacer pedido con 24 horas de anticipo al (213) 
482-9558. 

 
FACILITY TOUR OF SOUTH LOS ANGELES, CHESTERFIELD SQUARE ANIMAL 
SERVICES CENTER  

 
Commission Tour of South Los Angeles, Chesterfield Square Animal Services Center (starts at 
6:15 p.m.).  Public is welcome.  The Commission meeting will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. 

 
I. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 

 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD - (Comments from the public on items of public interest 

within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction that are not on the Agenda; two minutes per 
speaker.) 

 
Public Comments:  The Brown Act prohibits the Board and staff from responding to the speakers' 
comments.  Some of the matters raised in public comment may appear on a future agenda. 

  



Board of Animal Services Commissioners Meeting  
Meeting Agenda July 24, 2018 
Page 2  

 

Please join us at our website:  www.LAAnimalservices.com 

 
2. NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL COMMENTS - (Discussion with Neighborhood Council 

representatives on Neighborhood Council Resolutions or Community Impact Statements 
filed with the City Clerk which relate to any agenda item listed or being considered on this 
agenda for the Board of Animal Services Commissioners)  

 
3. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 
A. Approval of the Minutes for Meeting of June 26, 2018 and July 10, 2018. (Action Item; 

Public comment limited to one minute per speaker). 
 

B. Election of Board Officers. (Action item; public comment limited to one minute per 
speaker). 

  
4. ORAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER (Public comment limited to one minute 

per speaker). 
 
5. COMMISSIONERS’ ORAL REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (Public comment 

limited to one minute per speaker). 
 

6. BOARD REPORTS 
 
A. Request for Approval to Accept a $200K Grant Awarded by the American Society for 

the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA).  (Action Item; Public comment limited 
to two minutes per speaker). 
 

B. Request for Approval for the Department to Advise the Chief Legislative Analyst that 
the Board of Animal Services Commissioners is in Support of California Proposition 
12, Farm Animal Confinement Initiative (2018).   (Action Item; Public comment limited 
to two minutes per speaker). 

 
C. Discussion on dog limits in the City of Los Angeles; reference Council File No. 17-

1237-S1.  (Public comment limited to one minute per speaker). 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Next Regular Meeting is scheduled for 9:00 A.M., August 14, 2018, at City Hall 200 North Spring 
Street, Room 1060, Los Angeles, CA 90012. (Enter on Main Street). 

 
AGENDAS - The Board of Animal Services Commissioners (Board) meets regularly every second (2nd) and fourth 
(4th) Tuesday of each month at 9:00 A.M.  Regular Meetings are held at City Hall, 200 North Spring Street, Room 
1060, in Los Angeles, CA  90012. Evening Meetings are held in various locations throughout the City, from 7:00 to 
approximately 9:30 P.M.  The agendas for Board meetings contain a brief general description of those items to be 
considered at the meetings. Board Agendas are available at the Department of Animal Services (Department), 
Administrative Division, 221 North Figueroa Street, 6th Floor, Suite 600, Los Angeles, CA  90012.  Board Agendas 
may also be viewed on the 2nd floor Public Bulletin Board in City Hall East, 200 North Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90012.  Internet users may also access copies of present and prior agenda items, copies of the Board Calendar, MP-
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3 audio files of meetings as well as electronic copies of approved minutes on the Department’s World Wide Web 
Home Page site at http://www.laanimalservices.com/CommissionAgendas.htm 
 
Three (3) members of the Board constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  Some items on the Agenda 
may be approved without any discussion. 
 
The Board Secretary will announce the items to be considered by the Board.  The Board will hear the presentation on 
the topic and gather additional information from Department Staff.  Once presentations have finished, the Board 
President will ask if any Board Member or member of the public wishes to speak on one or more of these items. Each 
speaker called before the Commission will have one (1) minute to express their comments and concerns on matters 
placed on the agenda.  (For certain agenda items, speakers will have two (2) minutes.) 
 
PUBLIC INPUT AT BOARD MEETINGS – Public Participation on Agenda Items.  Members of the public will have 
an opportunity to address the Board on agenda items after the item is called and before the Board takes action on the 
item, unless the opportunity for public participation on the item was previously provided to all interested members of 
the public at a public meeting of a Committee of the Board and the item has not substantially changed since the 
Committee heard the item.  When speaking to an agenda item other than during Public Comment (see Public 
Comment below), the speaker shall limit his or her comments to the specific item under consideration (California 
Government Code, Section 54954.3). 
 

Public Comment.  The Board will provide an opportunity for public comment at every regular meeting of the Board.  
Members of the public may address the Board on any items within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board as part 
of Public Comment. 
 

Speaker Cards.  Members of the public wishing to speak are to fill out one speaker card for each agenda item on 
which they wish to speak and present it to the Board secretary before the item is called. 
 

Time Limit for Speakers.  Speakers addressing the Board will be limited to one (1) minute of speaking time for each 
agenda item except during general public comment period which is limited to two (2) minutes per speaker.  (For 
certain agenda items, speakers will have two (2) minutes each.).  The Chairperson, with the approval of a majority of 
the Board, may for good cause extend any speaker’s time by increments of up to one (1) minute. 
 

Brown Act.  These rules shall be interpreted in a manner that is consistent with the Ralph M. Brown Act, California 
Government Code Section § 54950 et seq. 
 
STANDARDS OF CONDUCT.  Speakers are expected to behave in an orderly manner and to refrain from personal 
attacks or use of profanity or language that may incite violence. 
 

All persons present at Board meetings are expected to behave in an orderly manner and to refrain from disrupting the 
meeting, interfering with the rights of others to address the Board and/or interfering with the conduct of business by 
the Board. 
 

In the event that any speaker does not comply with the foregoing requirements, or if a speaker does not address the 
specific item under consideration, the speaker may be ruled out of order, their speaking time forfeited and the 
Chairperson may call upon the next speaker. 
 

The Board, by majority vote, may order the removal from the meeting of any speaker or audience member continuing 
to behave in a disruptive manner after being warned by the Chairperson regarding their behavior.  Section 403 of the 
California Penal Code states as follows:  “Every person who, without authority of law, willfully disturbs or breaks up 
any assembly or meeting that is not unlawful in its character, other than an assembly or meeting referred to in 
Section 302 of the Penal Code or Section 18340 of the Elections Code, is guilty of a misdemeanor.” 
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VOTING AND DISPOSITION OF ITEMS – Most items require a majority vote of the entire membership of the Board 
(3 members).  When debate on an item is completed, the Board President will instruct the Secretary to "call the roll". 
Every member present must vote for or against each item; abstentions are not permitted unless there is a Conflict of 
Interest for which the Board member is obliged to abstain from voting. The Secretary will announce the votes on each 
item. Any member of the Board may move to "reconsider" any vote on any item on the agenda, except to adjourn, 
suspend the Rules, or where an intervening event has deprived the Board of jurisdiction, providing that said member 
originally voted on the prevailing side of the item. The motion to "reconsider" shall only be in order once during the 
meeting, and once during the next regular meeting. The member requesting reconsideration shall identify for all 
members present the Agenda number and subject matter previously voted upon.   A motion to reconsider is not 
debatable and shall require an affirmative vote of three members of the Board. 
 

When the Board has failed by sufficient votes to approve or reject an item, and has not lost jurisdiction over the 
matter, or has not caused it to be continued beyond the next regular meeting, the issue is again placed on the next 
agenda for the following meeting for the purpose of allowing the Board to again vote on the matter. 



 
BOARD OF ANIMAL SERVICES COMMISSIONERS  

CITY OF LOS ANGELES  

 
MINUTES 

TUESDAY, June 26, 2018 at 7:00 PM  
 

HARBOR ANIMAL SERVICES CENTER 
957 NORTH GAFFEY STREET 

SAN PEDRO, CALIFORNIA 90731 
 

 

Audio MP-3 Recording is available at www.laanimalservices.com 

 
Larry Gross, President 

Olivia E. García, Vice President 
Layne Dicker 
Alisa Finsten 

Roger Wolfson 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:12 p.m. Commissioners present were Gross, Dicker, Finsten and 
Wolfson. Also present from Los Angeles Animal Services (LAAS) Acting Board Secretary 
Tammy Watson, General Manager (GM) Brenda Barnette, Assistant General Manager MeLissa 
Webber and Assistant City Attorney (ACA) Laurie Rittenberg. Commissioner Wolfson arrived at 
8:10 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Gross opened the meeting, introduced staff, and provided an overview of the 
meeting agenda. Ryan Ferguson of Councilmember Joe Buscaino’s office welcomed the 
Commissioner to the Harbor District and thanked the Commission and the General Manager for 
their efforts on behalf of Councilmember Buscaino and the constituents of the 15th District. 
 

 
I. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 
 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Andrew Brown discussed mistakes that are made in the shelters.  Specifically, a 
stray dog was recorded in Chameleon as male and it took sick days for someone to 
identify and correct the records that the dog was in fact a female.  These mistakes 
are costly, as the owner may have been looking for a female dog, not knowing that 
their dog’s gender was misreported.  We need to try harder and do better.    
 
Phyllis Daugherty stated that the matter of the department vehicles was discussed 
at the PAW Committee.  The Department will only have 15 new vehicles.  We are 
seeing more and more dogs off-leash and this will result in future issues.  We need 
Animal Control Officers and vehicles. 
 
Fredrick Jordan wanted to thank Phyllis Daughtery for her advocacy for Animal 
Services.  Also thank Ashley the Volunteer Liaison who has taken on the challenge 
of getting more fosters and Michelle Kelly and Theresa of Pedro Pet Pals for all that 
they do at the shelter. 
 
Elizabeth stated the Harbor Shelter has been extremely helpful.  However, the one 
concern is regarding the shelter being over-crowed.  It would be nice to know the 
Shelter’s procedure when it’s overcrowded as her organization would like to help.  
Jane Castillo stated that it’s important to spay and neuter rabbits.  They can’t foster 
them fast enough.  The spaying and neutering of rabbits should be a requirement. 
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Marcie Monroe stated that the New Hope Partners who are also rabbit rescues are 
not stepping up.  The other New Hope rabbit rescues need to start stepping up.  
There should be a requirement in the New Hope agreement.   
 
Leila encouraged mandatory spay and neuter for rabbits.  The vouchers have helped 
but they are geared toward low-income.  We need to find a law for mandatory 
spaying and neutering of rabbits and make people comply. 
 
Ashley Quintero asked what the department is going to do about over-crowding.  It is 
unsafe for the dogs, volunteers and other ACT employees.  There are a lot of 
animals held for behavioral issues and there is no help for them.  It is not fair for 
them to hold up space from other dogs coming in.   
 

2. NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL COMMENTS - (Discussion with Neighborhood Council 
representatives on Neighborhood Council Resolutions or Community Impact 
Statements filed with the City Clerk which relate to any agenda item listed or being 
considered on this agenda for the Board of Animal Services Commissioners) 
 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 

3. COMMISSION BUSINESS  
 
A. Approval of the Minutes for Meeting of June 12, 2018. 
 
Commissioner Dicker moved to approve the minutes of June 12, 2018 as written.  
Commissioner Garcia seconded and the motion was approved by a unanimous 
vote of 3-0. 
 

4. ORAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER  
 
GM Barnette discussed the following: 
 

Volunteer Ursula encountered severe dog bites to her face and arm here at the 
Harbor Services Center.  We did euthanize the dog to get a quicker response on 
whether the dog had rabies because the doctor was pushing Ursula to have the 
rabies injection.  The dog was not rabid.  We had a crisis counselor at the Shelter 
the next day to assist staff and volunteers with this horrific accident. 
 

 Shelters are extremely full; we have just fewer than 2,000 animals.  Despite the 
help from our rescue partners we still have to euthanize for space.   

 

 We received a grant which was approved today by Council to help get dogs out 
of the shelters. 

 

 During the Month of May Free Spay and Neuter campaign we issued 2,186 
vouchers, which resulted in about 600 surgeries.  This is a 524% increase from 
last year.   
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 On June 9, the Shelter participated in the Glassel Bark event resulting in 150 free 
microchips installed, 55 Spay/Neuter vouchers issued, and the adoption of ten 
animals including a guinea pig. 

 

 On Saturday, South LA had seven volunteers from Agape International Spiritual 
Center come to help out for their Sacred Service Saturday and they helped deep 
clean the kennels. 

 

 North Central sent four kittens to City Hall, three of which were used in a PSA 
video featuring the Mayor in which he was discussing kitten season at the 
shelters. 

 

 Staff and Volunteers from East Valley met with 15 students and three professors 
from New York Film Academy to conduct a photo shoot of about 50 adoptable 
animals.   

 

 We met with Michelle McGinnis the lead attorney for cruelty cases.  She spoke 
well of our staff regarding the way they are pooling together and writing their 
reports which helps them uphold convictions. 

 

 On June 9, the Field staff participated in an Equine Chip-a-thon at the Paddock 
Riding Club.  We issued 28 licenses and 33 microchips. 

 

 On June 17 we received a call of a stray horse in Sylmar.  Two officers found the 
horse on the 210 freeway and it moved about into the neighborhood.  Our staff 
and volunteers were able to corral the horse in to a trailer and the horse is now at 
the West Valley Animal Services Center waiting to be adopted. 

 

 On June 15 we received a call regarding a baby raccoon stuck behind a Red Box 
machine.  We were able to release the raccoon before it was able to rent a 
movie. 

 
Commissioner Gross asked that the GM let Ursula know the Commission is concerned 
about her condition and wishes her a speedy recovery. 

  
Public Comment: 
 
Phyllis Daughtery stated she met with Ursula for two hours prior to writing her news 
article.  The staff was not lacking in warning about this dog.  If staff is placing three 
notices about behavior for an animal, why are we putting it up for adoption? 
 
Leila spoke regarding the lack of space.  Bunny World tries to help tackle the 
problem.  Maybe there needs to be a concerted effort to tackle the problem.   She 
asks that the Department help them find more New Hope partners for rabbits. 
 
Andrew Brown stated he recently learned that clerks are stating that New Hope 
pulls have to be done before 4:00 p.m.  Anytime someone is there before 5:00 p.m. 
and wants to adopt animals, they should be accommodated. 
 
 



Board of Animal Services Commissioners  
Minutes for the June 26, 2018 Commission Meeting 
Page 4 

 

 
Please join us at our website:  www.LAAnimalservices.com 

 
5. COMMISSIONERS’ ORAL REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Commissioner Finsten: Suggest that the Department formalize a procedure for an 
executive level manager or Commissioner reach out to employees and volunteers 
who are victims of dog attacks.  
 
Commissioner Dicker: Excited to report about a dog Chad who was adopted from 
LAAS by Best Friends five years ago.  Recently, a Facebook post regarding Chad 
turned into a Facebook page for Chad.  The Facebook page was picked up by The 
DoDo.  A family in San Diego saw the article about the least adoptable dog in the 
world and adopted Chad.  Had a very productive meeting with AGM Webber 
whereby we discussed things on both of our agendas.  Commissioners Dicker and 
Gross attended the City Hall kitten event in the Rotunda.  Dicker reported he was a 
little disappointed that there were not more kitten rescues present. He also reported 
that he was disappointed that Deputy Mayor Romero was not present.  Also spoke 
with a volunteer from East Valley who said they were running out of kitten food so I 
challenged my friends to donate and we received about $700 of food ordered from 
Amazon.  Would also really like to get ahead of the Kapparot and explore ways to 
deal with that lunacy.   
 
Commissioner Gross:  The Kitty Hall at City Hall event could have had more 
participation but it’s a good first step.  Allyson Eastwood, Clint Eastwood’s daughter 
was there.  They’re organization had two adoptions and we had three.  
Commissioner Gross reminded all of the Pets in Housing workshop on June 29.  
Hopefully it will lead to opening more doors of homeowners to accept pets.  
Commissioner Gross further reminded all about the Brown Act which prohibits closed 
sessions, secret ballots, and commission decisions outside of the meeting process. 

 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 

6. Board Reports 
 
A. Request to Use Funds from the Animal Welfare Trust Fund for a Volunteer 

Appreciation Event.   
 
Commissioner Dicker spoke with several volunteers who made various 
comments regarding the proposed volunteer appreciation event.  The comments 
reflected that volunteers were more interested in doing more for the animals than 
spending large sums of money for a formal event.  Commissioner Finsten 
stated that $60,000 is a large amount for an event and the department can have 
a nice event for much less.  She also offered her assistance in planning an event, 
as she has much experience in event planning.  Commissioner Wolfson 
recommended the use of the Bradley Tower in City Hall to hold the event.  
Commissioner Gross suggested a survey to volunteers to obtain broad input.  
 
Public Comment: 
 
Phyllis Daughtery informed the commission that the County held an event that 
was less than $60,000.  It was a simple mid-day luncheon.   
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Andrew Brown stated he was one of Commissioner Dicker’s sources and he 
thought the funding was from the Animal Welfare Trust Fund, he did not know 
that funds were dedicated to Volunteer Services.  That does change his 
perspective; however, he’d like to see money used to help the animals such as 
the rooster that did not have medicine.   
 
Leila wanted to add to Commissioner Wolfson’s comments regarding volunteer 
appreciation.  There was a volunteer at North Central who volunteered four to 
five days per week and eight hours per day.  She’s a doctor by trade.  Staff 
ignores her and disrespects her.   
 
Commissioner Dicker moved to table this proposal for further consideration.  
Commissioner Finsten seconded and the motion was approved by a 
unanimous vote of 4-0. 

 
B. Request to Approve Mutual Assistance Agreement Between the Department of 

Animal Services and the County of Los Angeles.   
 
GM Barnette discussed that is mutual assistance agreement will formalize the 
assistance from the County should we need assistance in emergency situations.  
Other agencies are participating in the mutual assistance with the County.  The 
agreement was reviewed by the City’s Emergency Team and the City Attorney.  
We currently assist one another in emergency situations.   
 

  Public Comments: 
 

Leila asked how we can have a mutual assistance agreement with an agency 
whose laws do not align with those of the City. 
 
Commissioner Dicker moved to approve the Mutual Assistance Agreement 
between the City of Los Angeles and the County of Los Angeles.  
Commissioner Wolfson seconded and the motion was approved by a 
unanimous vote of 4-0. 

 
C. Discussion on dog limits in the City of Los Angeles; reference Council File No. 

17-1237-S1.   
 
Commissioner Gross explained that a motion was put forth to amend a zoning 
code to increase the number of cats and dogs per household.  This commission 
was instructed to gather public input.  The agenda today focuses on dogs only.   
 
GM Barnette stated that some Counties have increased the limits to four dogs, 
the City of Santa Monica does not have limits and the City of New York has no 
limits. 
 
Public Comments: 
 
Diana Mendoza as a representative of PETA we are encouraging the 
Commission to continue to require a permit for properties with four or more dogs.  
This ordinance is about protecting animals and giving the best care possible.   
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Phyllis Daughtery agrees with exactly what Diana Mendoza said.  Also, when 
officers go into a property they know that there will be up to three animals.  They 
cannot safely enter properties with ten animals.  This is a very dangerous 
proposal. 
 
Fredrick Jordan as an ACO I ask that you not have more than three dogs per 
household.  When we enter a property and the dogs are attacking one another it 
is a safety risk for the animals, the animal control officers and the public who may 
try to break up the fight of multiple dogs. At least with three dogs, there is a 
fighting chance.   
 
Marcie Monroe has lived in Santa Monica for several years.   She knows 
firsthand that this is not a problem.  She encourages the Board to increase the 
limits.  As long as the dogs are clean and healthy there is no problem.   
 
Andrew Brown stated that the people who are irresponsible with spay/neuter or 
leash laws already have more than the limit of dogs. For this reason, I support 
this increase. 

 
D. Woof Stat Report for April and May 2018.  

 
GM Barnette discussed the April and May Woofstat report.  Barnette pointed out 
the kitten impounds are up from last year.   
 
Public Comments: 
 
Leila expressed concerns on the category “released”.  Leila stated she called 
every supervisor and they were not able to explain the definition of released.   
 
Marcie Monroe stated released shows up in cats and dogs but you do not know 
if it includes transfers.  Marcie further stated that they really need some help 
understanding these numbers so that they can know how they can help. 
 
Andrew Brown stated the Woofstat report has emphasis on cats and dogs.  If 
you look at the other category you will see a substantial increase in the number 
of impounds which shows numbers for other species.  Andrew asked if it is 
possible to receive an annual report showing what is happening with the other 
species.   

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Meeting ended at 9:00 p.m. 



 
BOARD OF ANIMAL SERVICES COMMISSIONERS  

CITY OF LOS ANGELES  

 
MINUTES 

TUESDAY, July 10, 2018 at 9:00 AM  
 

LOS ANGELES CITY HALL, ROOM 1060 
200 N. SPRING STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 
 

 

Audio MP-3 Recording is available at www.laanimalservices.com 

 
Larry Gross, President 

Olivia E. García, Vice President 
Layne Dicker 
Alisa Finsten 

Roger Wolfson 
 

Meeting called to order at 9:09 a.m. Commissioners present were Gross, García, and Wolfson. 
Also present from Los Angeles Animal Services (LAAS) Acting Board Secretary Tammy 
Watson, General Manager (GM) Brenda Barnette and Assistant City Attorney (ACA) Dov Lesel.  
Commissioner Gross opened the meeting, introduced staff, and provided an overview of the 
meeting agenda.  
 
I. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS 

 
1. Dangerous Animal Case: DA 182195 WV 

Appellant(s): Joseph Pavone, Laurel Pavone and Alice Pike 
West Valley Animal Services Center:  Captain Wendell Bowers  
Complaining Witness: Joseph and Katherine Lula 
 
The Board discussed the merits of the appeal, the evidence presented by the appellant, 
and the evidence provided to the Hearing Examiner.   
 
Commissioner Gross made a motion to amend the General Manager’s decision of 
License Revocation to allow the owner to surrender the dog to Best Friends who will 
take the dog out of the City limits and strongly recommend the General Manager meet 
with the appellant to discuss relicensing.   Commissioner Garcia seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously by a vote of 3-0. 
 

2. Dangerous Animal Case: DA 181190 WLA 
Appellant(s): Tiffany Weiland and Brandon Washington  
West Los Angeles Animal Services Center: Acting Lieutenant Yvonne Rodriguez 

 Complaining Witness: David Chang 
 
The Board discussed the merits of the appeal, the evidence presented by the witness, 
the evidence provided to the Hearing Examiner, and the grounds supporting the General 
Manager’s determination.   

 
Commissioner Gross made a motion to uphold the General Manager’s decision.  
Commissioner Garcia seconded and the motion carried unanimously by a vote of 3-0. 
 

3. Dangerous Animal Case: DA 171634 WV 
Appellant(s): Michael Makabenta 
West Valley Animal Services Center: Captain Wendell Bowers 
Complaining Witness: Flor De Maria P. Guimet Pena 
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The Board discussed the merits of the appeal, the evidence presented by the appellant, 
the evidence provided to the Hearing Examiner, and the grounds supporting the General 
Manager’s determination.   

 
Commissioner Gross made a motion to uphold the General Manager’s decision and 
strongly recommend the General Manager meet with the appellant to discuss 
relicensing. Commissioner Garcia seconded and the motion carried unanimously by a 
vote of 3-0. 
 
 

II. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 
 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Kaylee Hawkins stated she is working with AGM Webber to replace the word 
aggressive when describing animal behavior. 
 
Stephanie White asked the Department to help close a loophole with property 
owners. Her dog was badly attacked, and the tenants took off and cannot be found.  
LAAS does not notify the property owners of tenants with dangerous animals.  
 
Janet Meskin discussed a letter received from LAAS regarding a barking dog 
nuisance complaint which included outdated ordinance information.  LAMC Section 
53.63 was amended in 2017; however, she received the language from 2011.  
Additionally, the current procedure can take weeks and months; it’s time-consuming 
and frustrating.   
 

2. NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL COMMENTS - (Discussion with Neighborhood Council 
representatives on Neighborhood Council Resolutions or Community Impact 
Statements filed with the City Clerk which relate to any agenda item listed or being 
considered on this agenda for the Board of Animal Services Commissioners) 
 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 

3. COMMISSION BUSINESS  
 
None. 

 
4. ORAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER  

 
GM Barnette discussed the following: 
 

 LAAS received a $200,000 grant from ASPCA to supplement adoptions for cats 
four months and older.  To make the most of the grant during the critical cat 
season, we are moving the request for approval to accept the grant funds 
through both the Commission and PAW committees simultaneously.   
 

 Our 4th of July adoption numbers increased from the previous year. As a result of 
the extreme heat we are experiencing, some volunteers brought in fans to cool 
the animals.  Staff distributed the fans amongst different shelters to avoid 
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electrical overload.  LAAS has an excellent working relationship with GSD, and 
they respond very quickly to our requests.  Overall, we want to thank staff and 
volunteers for a wonderful job.    Commissioner Gross asked that the 
Commission’s appreciation is extended to staff as well.   

 
 

Public Comment: 
Phyllis Daughtery stated that the shelters are deplorable and the animals kill one 
another.   
 
 

5. COMMISSIONERS’ ORAL REPORTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Commissioner Garcia: Would like a staff report from the Lifesaving AGM on using 
more specific language instead of the word aggressive to describe behavior.  
 
Commissioner Wolfson: Would like Department staff to prepare a report regarding 
Proposition 12 (cage-free housing) for general discussion at the next commission 
meeting.   
 
Commissioner Gross: Reported on the successful Pets in Housing workshop and 
reported that more owners are open to letting tenants have pets.   
 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 

6. Board Reports 
 
A. Animal Welfare Trust and Animal Sterilization Fund Balances for May and June 

2018. 
 

Lilia Liclican provided an update on the Animal Welfare Trust and Animal 
Sterilization Funds for May and June 2018.   
 
Public Comment: 
Phyllis Daughtery stated the Animal Sterilization Fund is for owned animals.  
The Department is spending funds and using it here and there and destroying the 
foundation of the program.  
 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting ended at 10:31 a.m. 
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